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Munus beatz vitx non nif intra Ecclcfiam 
reperitur, qu ſ{uperpetram ctiam fundara 
eſt, qux ligandi & toluendi claues acce- 
pit. Hzcclt vna quz tenet & poſſidert om- 
nem ſu ſponſi & Domim poreſtatem, per 
$yuam coniugalcin potcſtarem etiam de 
anc:liuvls h!l1os Parcre porcl:: qui & non ſu- 
perbiant, in ſortem hx: ditatis vocabun- 
tur: 1 aut ſuperbiant, «xtra remanebunt- 
D. Aug: ftnus. 


Quiſquis illeeſt, & guvaliſcunque ille eſt, 


Cluiſtianusnon cſt, qui in Chriſti Ecclctia 
non ct, Idem. 
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TO THE MINISTERS 
OF SCOTLAND, HIS 


: deare contry-men, Ioun FRASER 
: visheth the xnav vie dyc of the ve- 
: rity & cternal lyt inIEsvs 

\ty CHrlsr our Lord. 


Y I my offer ts reaſonable, ſo 
hope I that ye will accept 
the ſame, and cleare your ſelfis 
Vith reaſon , baith for your a- 
Vin cauſe, and for the contentement 0 
ke a5 ar in doubr, if ye haue the true hirk 
and lauful calling , or elſe beleneth a ured. 
lie that JE haue hath eV of them. am in 
died but a  particulaire and ſingle man , 
quba maketh the offer, yet aſſure y ourſelfs 
that there is no Catholik, on lyf being of 
diſcretion and knavvledge, but Wil ſay 
& promiſe, yea man aceaplich the ſame, as 
being oblizhed to acl: navvledge the true 
a tj 
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Mr vader no {ce paine then eternal con- 
demnation. O ? uhoyefore 7 pray you to an- 
p Uucr ÞYith x comune accord, or, if anie 
narticulair amonges you atber taketh the 
{ ls of 1m ſcif, or getterh that charge 
f 397, - owe bis labours by your pu- 
li que conſeRt. Afaironer vecauſe findry 
in place of good and ſoltde reaſons, gue: 
iniurious Ny Vords, re aſon YNald ye ab- 
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TO THE MINISTERS, 


4 Lauful paſtors, to qubome Vve ought due- 


| ryme to ſubmit all that F haue YYrintin 


| bere, or shal wwrit efteruvard in matters 


of rel:gion, ro the indgement of the Ca- 


\ tholtk A poſtolik and Romaine kirk and 


paſtours of the ſame: ( as in matters of e- 
{tait, to his M. hu honorable counſel, &0- 
ther vvbatſoener bis magiſtrats or officers, 
if I haue ſpoken in any thing wnreaeretly: 
for my mtention t5 opright to both) be- 


cauſe at this preſent { am aſſuredhe per- 


ſuaded that hee is only the triuc bir gay- 


ded by lanful paſtors. Quhen ye prone me 
that this honour appertineth onlie to your 
companie, and ſic others as agreeth YYVith 
you in Vnitie of dotrine, f 5hal behaue 
my [elf ith yk ſubmiſſion and reacrence 


+ touvards you in al reſpectes. f baue eald 


you my opinion and ioyned reaſons therto, 
quhereby ye may ſee mereddie to receaue 


YOArS C7 70 bnauu therby quhat aſſurece 
Wye rave of your hir'. 2> calling, vaithout 
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EPISTILE 

the quhilk aſſurence nather can ve enter 
in With you , nor they quha ar alreddie 
TVith you, remaine Vith ſaif coſcience: for 
quha can be in quyetnes of mynd, not be- 


ng aſſured if he be in Gods houſe, out of 


the qubulk. there is no ſaluation? F, pro- 
teji pefore hum, to qubom no thing s hidde 
that my oſſer procedeth of a ſincere mynd 
touvardes his honour yuith earneſt delyr 
of your Teal, and all Chriſtians and 
principallie of my contray men ; &7 nather 
of cotempt of yo, nor preſumption of my 
avvin ſtremh, As to anie of your per- 
ſonnes, tie ewil arriue to me, that 7 wuald 
VTW15h toyov. I am a{ſetionat to the re- 
[1gion that 7 profeſſe, true it is (quhilk. as 
7 beleene, can not tuſtlie oſſend you, ſeg 
that if ye mak. me yourls, ye may haue me 
alſe foruvard for you) yet] haue ſed 


 alſe lttl offenſiue language as f culd. But 


if any theng bes eſchapped out of my penne, 
that may ve interpreted othervwvayes then 
{ vvald vwish, 7 pray you pardon me; 
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K TO THE MINISTERS. 
Wand think. thar oftentymes the bitternes 
* commeth rather of the matter it ſelf, then 
; [3 of my natural. Tf anie beſo hard and aif- 
: ' ficil that he Vil not accept my excuſe, 
b nor parion that quhilh.in his opinion ts of - 
: fence; the beſl VVay to reuenge him ſel 
2 on me, is tobe maire modeſt then he thin- 
| Leth me to haue beine: for he yuil beare a- 
' & wwaybythar moyen the honour of Chri- 
ts modeſlie , quhulk, 7 Yyrald glaidlie 
{3 aue. The armes of flytins ar wnpropre 
t. 101 this field, qubercin theis of ſolide rea- 
8 ſon may onlte obteine the wvictorie. If ye 
| prove your 17% to be good and your cal- | 
ling lauful, 7 Vwul eſteime worſe of all 
other companies diutded frome you n do- 
Ctrine, then ye can ſay, von, or think , 
God of bis infinit mercie by Yertue of his 
trueth ioyne Vs all together here in his 
kirk militant, that vue may be partakers 
of eternal bliſſe in his kirk triumphant, to 
the quhilk bring wwvs the father, ſonne &3 
bolie ſpirit, AMEN. 
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1. To Timothee 3. 
Thes thin gs 7 Vwrit to thee, hoping that 
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7 shal come to thee shortlie. But if f tary : 


long, that thovy mayeſt knavy hovy | 

thouv aughteſt to conuerſe in the houſe of by 
God, Vbhilk i the Kirk of the luing A 
God, the piller and ground of rructh, i 
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OFFER MAID TO AN 


GENTILMAN OF QVALI- 
tic by M. lohn Fraſer Priour of 
- $. Nicolas, ro {ub{cribe and em- 
brace the Miniſters of Scotlands 
religion, if they can ſuthcientlic 
prooue, thar they haue the true 


kirk, and lauful calling: 


VYVHERETO AR ADIOY- 


NED CERTAIN REASONS 
and conſiderations concerning thes tua hed- 
des and foundaments, vwithout the lizhr of 
Vhilks, others can not be cleared, nor aſſu- 
red ground m religion n thir days eſt Rnblicked. 


© 4 E1xG nov inthe fieldes 
6 SY, (wher ſolitude giueth me 
9 EZ laiſer) and weal myndful 
of the offer and promiſe I maid you 
at viſiting,lthoghr ir not out of pro- 

os to afhrme now by wrcit, whilk 
I ſpak then by word vnto you. 
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2 THE OFFER | 
If the Miniſters may ſchawv by i 
good and ſolide reaſons, that they 
haue the true kirk, and ar lauful 
paſtours therof , I shal vwuithout © 
any farther inquiſition, examinas- 
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hf tion, or tryel of thetr doctrine ſub- 
E| ſerybe therr cofe ſon of faith, obey | 


to thur commande and Vuil, yea 
accept that charge. 
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Whilk promiſe and offer I mak | | 

for no vaine oltentation of my ſelf ': 

nor to _ any man by ſic bra- I 

A. 4.1. ging, but that an neceſlaric duetic [- 
oblisheth me ro follow this courſe, j* 


k * 


whereof my groiids ar thir. No man * 


can be fait except by Iesvs CHRIST: 7 

| no man can be faif by him,cxcepr he 
—_—_— be a membre of his myltical bodie, | 

whilk 1s his kirk, wherevnto can be [3 

[; no entric but by the doore ( if we |: 
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OF 10, FRASER ; 
bers) that doore can not be opened 
bur by chem wha hes the keyes, that 
is, by the lauful paſtours: Our Lord,,, . 
hes gottenal power in heaven and in. 
—_ he hes ſent his Apoſtles with 
lyk power and charge; and that they 
{uld exercilc this power rruelic, and 
inal holynes, perpecualaſliſtence of 
the haly ſpirit in al veritic was py Meg 
miſt & giuentothem: andin them wv, 
and by them to their ſucceſſours in 
the kirk vnro the conſummation of 
the warld. So I am forced ro hauc 
recourle to the Kirk our Sauiours 
ſpouſc:whilk I wil hind in vaine and 
ro no cftcc, if I be not receaued by 
the true ofhcers in that holy taber- 
nacle and houle of God. Now in this 
great nobre of pretended kirks{ for 
there be more then an hondreth of 
diucrſe companies wha hes ylurped 
that honorable and ſoucraigne nam 
wher as there can be bor one true, 
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excepte we wald oif many bodyes to 


one head, whilk ſort of monſter _ 


hes hidderto lurpaſſed al poerical h- 
Ction)weluld vical caire & diligence 
ro find outthe true kirk gouuerned 
by lawful pattours: for whoſocuer 
ooeth wrang in this mater entring 
in the{ynagog of Saran in place of 
Gods kirk, he ſtraycth frome cter- 
nal ſaluation,howſocucrhe perſuade 
him lelt to be in the truc way. 

I think the reward or danger might 
mak anic man careful in {c1king ; & 
circumfpect in clection & choiſing, 
not giuing rashlic credite ro cuery 
man, wha $shal promis or vndertak 
ro lead him to Gods houlc. we ar ad- 
uertiſt by our bleſled Saujour to be 
war, and not ro belcif them,wha shal 
fay 16 heer is Chriſt, lv there. We ar 
fallen in a dangerouſc ryme, wher 
the diucriitic and multitude of opi- 
nions and ſcCtcs putteth many men 


; OF 10. FRASER; 5 
1 in doubtwhome to flee, whome to 
+ follow. Only this is confeſled & gra- 
red by al men, that there is a kirk & 
bur ane only ( I meane Catholique 
and vniuerlal) clpouſe and myſtical 
body of [Esvs CHR1sST, houtc of 
God, piller of veritie, mother of al 
faithful, out of the whilk there is na 
'4 ſalvation, nor lyf. For na man car 
haue our Lord for bead, whais nota 
member of his body. And cing.no 
man gainelayerh this, of neceſhtic ir 
; muſtbetrue,asathing prented/; in al 
+ mensharts by God him felf, wha wil 
'? no manto hauec cxcule wher hc wil- 
\} leth no mantorcfule. 
4 And for that caulc in the ſymbole 
' of faith immediatly cfter the articles 
pertinipg to the holy Trinitic and 
mylteric of our redeprion, is adioy- 
1 _ | belecf the holy.Catholik kirk, 
© orasitisinthe ſymbole of Nice, l 
belecf onc,holy,Catholik,and. Apo- 
A in 
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THE OFFER 


ſtolique Kirk. we muſt acknawlege 


hir forour morher;for by hirmoyen 
the lawful ſonne man knaw his-ge- 
nealogic, birth, & kinred in this fpt- 
rituall familie. By hirthe child matt 
knaw God his father: I £svs CH RvST 
apperteined to hir only: no mancan 
clceam right bot by hir only,in whais 
fanour ' contract of mariage was 
maid: he man be auowed by hir wha 
wald juſtly prered any part in Chrilts 
eternal inheritace. S. Cyprian fayeth 
very weal. Illus (Eccleſte ) fats naſci- 
mur. Illizs late nutrimur, ſpiritu cins 
animamur : adulterari non poteſt ſponſa 
C hriſts, incorrupta eſt e7 pudica ; Ynam 
domum nontt, vnius eubiculi ſanfitatem 
rofl {op cuſtodit: hc nos Deo ſeruat : 
filios regno, qQuos generautit, a ar, 
ref oncly 3 Ecceſ o ſegregatus 40h 
FE INGIUY : 4 promiſſis Eccleſie ſe (Pard- 
tur: Nec perueniet ad Chriſti pramia, qu 
relinquit Eccleſiam Chriſti , alienus eſt, 
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OF IO, FRASER, 
profanws eſt, hoſtis eſt : habere iam non po- 
reſt Deum patrem, qui Eccleſiam non ha- 
bet matrem. Si poturt euadere quiſquam, 
quiextra Arcam Noe fuit, & qui extra 
Eccleſiam foris fuerit , enadit. exc. Ve 
ar borne of hir birth and generation; ve 
ar nourished wvith bir milk; vve ar quic- 
kned & taketh lyf by hir ſþirtt. The ſpouſe 
of Chriſt can nor be defiled Yuith adulte' 
rie;shee is wncorrupt and chaſt. shee knav- 
wetb bot one houſe : hee keippeth With a 


chaſt Shamfaſtres the holyneſſe of one bed- 


4 chamber : shee doeth keip Vws to God. 
* Shee doeth appoint to the kingdome the 


ſonnes wwhilks 5hee hes begottin. V who- 


f ſoeuer being ſeparated frome the kirk ioy- 


Fa 
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neth him ſelf tothe adultereſſe,he is _ 
ted frome the promeiſſes of the Kirk; ne- 


'* thersbal hecom to therevvards of C brift, 


; who leaueth Chriſts kirk: he is a mere 
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* Flranger,a _ man,ane enimie : be 


can not nov haue God to his father quha 
heth not the kirk. to his mother: If any 
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8 THE OFFER 


man could eſcape vuha yvas vuuhout 
the Ark of Noe, he alſo shal eſcape vubs 
halbe ywuithout the Kirk. Sic lyk S.Au- 
oultin ſayerh: Si quis abſq. Eccleſia in- 
nentus fuerit alienus erit a numero filtors. 
If any man shalbe fond vvithout the kirk, 
he shalbe as an ſtranger and not caumpted 
in the nomber of the lauful ſonnes. Our 
of Adams (yd (leipping in Paradiſe 4, | 
was formed Eua, of whois mariage 
comecalmankynd; out of chriltsſyd 
fleipping on the crolle was formed 
the kirk, the only lawtul mother of 
al the fairhful. 

Knawing once this kirk I wil mak 
nodifhiculrtic to entre therein, to fol- 
low & obcy hir voice; becaulel am 
{urc shce can not crre, fail, nor be de- 
ceaucd, nor deceaue anic man ; And 
this I beleeve withour any doubt: I 
lay belcif,ſor many good & weaghty 
rcalons. yea and it mult be fo: for 0- | 
therwayis how shal shce preſcrueand 
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OF 10. FRASER- 9 


{ keip me fromeerrour & herefie, nor 
being hir ſelf exemprand free there 
fra, valesperchanceye wald haue me 


. 2; moreskeiltul nor my guyd,inwhilk 


: cale it war more ſeamly that I (uld 
\ ; guydhir, nor shee. me: for certainely 


a doutbful leader can not mak an aſ- 
ſurcd companie. It the wildome and 
authoritic of the Kirk be not (uſh- 


- cient to help our infhcmitic & igno- 
- Trance in maters of faith , wher shal 


we hauc any (ure guyd knawin tothe 


- wardle,cowhome men of cuery citait 


and condition may hauec recourſe in 
their doubtes and controucrlics? quz 


dubitatin fide, infidels eſt. yuha doubres 
in faith is an mfidelle; at lciſt if he rc- 
maine {t1] in doubr. 

I doubr not bor ſome wil ſend me 
ro the ſcriptures with certaine-rules; 


the whilks may refolucall queſtions 


and opcn:wp al fort of concrouctlics 
arryling in matters of celigion. Lwil 
A v 


19 THE OFFER 


accept their conſel, & ſerue me with 


their invention provyding I can ſce 
good reaſon. I wil ſay only ar this 
time , that they wha vanteth them 
ſclfis to haue inuented and keiped 
(according to rheir iudgment) thes 
rules, can not agree amonges them 
ſelfis(asIshalbe habil ro prouue,God 
willing, if anie man cal my ſaying in 
doubt) ſo that I can not hoppeto ac- 
cord with anic of them, except,with- 
out anic farther rule,l ſay ashe (ayes, 


wherein I molt diſagree with many, ,; 


O 


ſcing he agrees withſo few. But to '! 
the matter. | knaw there is noerrour 2 


tcached , nor can be teached in the 
ſcriptures : they war dytred by the 
holy ſpiritto holy mcn,wha, as good 
and true in{truments of the veritic, 
did wreitas it was dyttcd to themby 
God. Sol worshipethe ſcriptures for 
their authors cauſe, I embrace them 
forthevcritic.conteined inthem:yer 
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I OF 1O. FRASER, 04 


| 1 yreaſon of high myſteries hid ther 


"queſtions thereby, knawing aſlured- 
Iy that no prophecie of the ſcripture 
3s of priuat interpretation, but man 
be interpreted by the hohe ſpirit as 
it was wieittin, that is by hohe men, 
remaning within the boſome of the 

' kirk, and authoriſed by hir, as they 
- war,w ha reccaued it frome God: thar 

» is the true interpretation man be ta- 
 kinof the kirk, ro whome God hes 

> committed al veritic for our inſtru- 
'* tion. forif we shal with ſome men 
2 mak doubt of the kirks authoritic & 
'7 firmitic in al veritie, as not being e- 
{ ucrywher certaine, thinking & plan- 
7 ly aftirming , or rather as a ground 
7 of religion, ſurelic belcifing, that 
7 shee mayerre and fail,to whome shal 
2 we haue refuge? what remeid shal we 
& haucfor the woundes of a doubrful 
$ conſcience? wha $shal withour iuſte 


in, | dar nor be {o bold asto decyd al + Petr-20 
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I2 THE OFFER 8 
reprocheapply hes rules to the (crip: 
rurcsand giuewsthe true ſenſe? Wha la 
shal pronunce the ſentence, and de. -* 
creit,, wherto al partics man ſtand; S1 
Fh. 4. 14. there man be one, ne circumferamur vl 
omni vento doctrina : That wwe be not f' 
carried about Yvuith every Yuinde of do- © 
frine. There wilbe an cuill ordered -P' 
houlc if cueric man be left to his a- 43! 
win fantaſic. Wear not put here na- 41 
ther to pley nor play, bur with the - AL 
honour of God ſcik our awin ſalua- H 
tionin humilirie, veritic, & chariric. | 
I man haue an better and maire {ure Sa 
ouyd nor my (clf, beforc I leaue the |; { 
kirk: he man be better norhce alſo, 3Þ 
orcl(c I shal change in vaine. If ther . 
be anic {iclik,I wald glaidly heare his > 
nam, his qualitic, wher he dwelleth, 7? 
how I might knaw him. I wald wil-: : C 
I;nglie tak the paine, and beſtow rhe i} $ 
expenſes to ſcik him out. The love j&* 
and deſyre of ycritic with hoppe of 4 * 


of /\ bh b 
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> maiſt ample reward wil mak the 
a 1abour lighr. 
...* But ye wil ſay, it is the ſ{criprures. 
p Þur it is not rhe (criprures Icik, for 
} {U hauc found them. I leik thar whilk 
4 fculd nor find, wher I fand theſcrip- 
,. Turcs,to wit thetrue ſenſe ot the {cri- 
4 .ptures; for otherwayis anie librairs 
- 4Inighr hauc {arisfied my tuft curio- 
. Miric: for what curiolitic can be more 
ce _Jult, nor co ſeik crernal lyf > The 
. 4Hereriks and {chiſmatiks, yea ſome 
*lewes and Turks hes the bible , and 
c|alleagerh theirſelts ro haue the true 
2ſcnſc of the ſame : bur how far they 
i \ be thertra, their mailte pernicioule 
r Fincredulirie doerh declaire. Bur it 
Fmay be ſaid, that they tak not the 
criprures, as they ſuld be raikin. I 
I #doubr not but they fail, becauſe they 
2 go wrang not hauing the aſliſtance 
T $ and help of the halic ſpirir. thar is as 
J 4 mcikclas whawald ſay,alſclangas ye 
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14 THE OFFER Y 
gang right ye gang not wrang. tha : 
istrue: but how shal I go right? that 4 1 
is my queſtion: | deſire a guyd (forhe 4 « 
who is vnlearned & ignorant of the 4.« 
trounges can not {cruc him elf with 3 
thes rules, whilks learned men cat + 
ſcaircclic weal praftceis) wha nor on- + 
lie knaweth the true way and contei- + « 
neth che ſame, bur alſo wil ſchaw mc 4 
it, and in caſe I vnderſtand him nat ; 
weal art the firſt or ſecund time, wil] 1 
te] me ir oucr againc in mair plaine/:: - 
langage, andif 1 yet miſtak him, wil 1 
{chaw me my fault and tcach me the}? 
true meaning. And ficlik if my night; 
bour & l,be in contraric opinion, wil 
{chaw ws in plain termes whois mex 
nig 1s good, & whois mcaning ' not® 
pood :or if there be any other ſenſt® 
etter northem baith, will produc? 


R 
| 

1 

' 

t 

z3t for our good inſtruction. | 
s | 

] 
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The ſcriptures telles me the trueth;? 
I doubs nor, butthcy luffer me ro rai 


bes oF Io. FRASER IS 
2 a wrang ſenſe and aduertiſes me nor 
at 4 that Iam deceaucd: as we may ſee to 
ic 4 Our great regrait now by experience 
te 5.of ſo manic diuerſe (ectes bred of f1- 
th 4 niſtrouſc interpretation takin out of 
uw 4 the ſcriptures. Think not that al thes 
t- + mendo willinglic deceaue themlclts 
i- + decipimur ſpecie refti. Ve ar deceaued 
cy by the outward [chevy of the right. If 
0.2 they wald hauc hard and obeyed the 
il voice of the kirk (wha cried heigh 
1: and lowd that they vnderſtude nor 
i rhe true meaning of the (criprures } 
x4 chey haid nor gone wrang, as they 
t:3 hauc donne now, following their a- | 
ifg win iudginenr, Ye wilJay perchance 
2-3 they laikerh the holic ſpirit, for who- 
x3 ſocucr haith his aſſiſtance mult go 
[4 weal. Igrantyow that (& concludis 
3 thereon, that the kirk molt go weal) 

2 burſcing that cucric man hes nor the 
13 holie ſpicit; how shal I knaw who 
kJ hath him, who not? Amonges this 
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infinit nombre of them, wha preten. MW 
deth to hauec that c— 
ſtanding of cheir contrarictic,mani- 
feſt mark of their + hai - 
,. Corynt. Satan oftentymes doeth transfigurat and © 
”' chenge him ſelf in an angel WER t) ir ma 
be veric hard to anie man ro knaw © 
4 ſub6dio Whidder his ſpirit be albus an ater, 7 
| tft Excbanit Blakor Ywbyre, as ſaych Zuinglius of - 
Ii his ſpirit. Moreoucr thiscan be E | 
a fpirit particulaire, and a ſpirit of ® 
q diſcorde,cxcept he agree with the ge- '% 
j neral: for in marrers of religion pri : 
| uata Veritas opmio eſt, non wveritas. AVE 
priual veritic is but an opinion and not "x 
F: | Yeritie. It cannot bc proper to anc H | 
yi | only whilk was given for al. I ſcik a 3 
6 commound guydof al Chriſtians. 1% 
p wilnotcredit my awin privar ſpirit,” F | 
"s an other ſuld nor luk for anie farcher'® 
at my hand. The veritic is but one,'Þ * 
the guyd and iudge mult be of thay: 
laime NaTrure. If find Our the true? 
guys 
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OF IO. FRASER. 17 
uyd and rule, al men, wha wald = 


W fits mult follow that guyd and rule. : 
> | Soifmyn, or anic other particulairc 
l mans ſpirit be that ſure & true guyd, 
| 3 whaſoucr gocth therefra, mult go 
1 wrang : yea all other rule without 
2 him lerueth for noghr. wher as the 

* holic ſpirircan do weal althoghr he 

ih hauec no rule preſcrybed to him: he 
7 wha maid the aſlc of palaam to ſpeik, 
od £ ; may cauſc any man hepleaces, tel the 
* yeritic he neiddeth no help of rules; 

© his onlic aſhſ{tance was {uthcicnt for 

4 the Apoltlesto ſpeik , & vnderſtand 
ff = all counges and knaw all veritic for 
Z mans laluation. If anic particulairc 
& perſonne hes gotten the (pirit in this 
® ſort, lathim ſpcik baldlic, we muſt 
+ be all hisdiſciples. There ar (indric 
"2 _ who wald willingly tak on them that 
| name as their ſtairly ſtyl in wreitring 
2c may cuidentlic declaire, yet for fearc 
of rears era Bur 
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13 THE OFFER 
lat ws rctourne to the ſcriptures exa- 


minared & interpreted by thir rules. 
The ſcriptures ( lay they) be as the 
toucheltone, wherwith the gold and 
{iluer of Chriltian religion be tryed. 
and knawne frome the tals and con- 
trefaict gold and baſle money of er- 
ronioulc and hereticall doctrine. at 
all fic tryal ther ſuld be three thingis, 
the rouchltone, the oold or metall to 
be cried, and the goldimith: we hauc 
the rouchltone,ro wit the ſcriptures, 
the gold to be tricd, ar the heads of 
religion called indoubr, ro knaw if 
they be of good and fyne metal of 
vcritic or noth. The debar 1s for the 
oold{mith,who ſuld tryc the gold. Ir 
apperteined not to cucric man, ſeing 
that cucric man hes not learned the 
craft. Vntil we find a berter, I think 
it beſt we receaue the kirk, or rather 
ſufterthe kirk ſtand with that charge 
ſcing no other preſenting him iclf, 


OF To FRASER, 
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19. 


is worthee of thar placc, as indeid ic 


apperteinerh ro nc other bur ro the 
kirk, Yet ſcing that many docth o- 
therwayes at This time we may iuftlic 
fay with Sanct Hicrom ſola ſcriprura- 
rum ars eſt, quam ſ151 paſſim omnes Yen - 
dicaat ; hanc garruls anus, banc delirus 
ſenex, hanc ſophiſta verboſus, hanc vni- 
werſi preſumunt, lacerant, docent ante- 


quam diſcunt. T here is only the cr, aft of 


the ſcriptures, that all men challenge and 
wendicats tothem ſelfs s everievuber.cucric 
old babbling vVyf, exerte raving 7 old fel- 
lovve, euery ſophiſt full of vverds, yea 
exerie an in general doe tak. this feriprre 
diſmember and teach it, befoir that thay 
hauelearnedit. W e ar not now in que- 
{tion of the {criprures, bur of the in- 
terpretation of them, whilk ſuld nor 
bethrawin to our iudgment, bur our 


Epiſtola 3 ] 


Pauliaui un, 


iudgment drawin to it, Bringing in +. Cor © 
5 
capriuitte all Ynderſtanding vnto the obe- 


dience of Q briſt and hay in reddines !; 
B 11 
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rewenge all diſobedience, when our obe- 


dience shalbe fulfilled. TE svs CHR1STS 
houle is the {choolle of faith, & not 
of {cience; he knaweth fufhcienrlie, 
wha belecteth as he {uld do. God hes 
at all rime f(crued him (clf with the 
kirk ro reach men, to declaire and 
{chaw his will publishing his veritic 
i ro the warld. he wilbe credited on 
hisonlie word quoniam ipſe dixit C fa- 
fa ſunt, ipſe mandauit & creata ſunt. his 
ſaying is more ſure,then anic mathe- 
maticaldemonſtration, he may mak 
an inſtrument of anic thing, wha 
maid all thingis wichour anie inſtru- 
ment. So our mailter and Lord maid 
clay with his ſparrle to hailthe blind 
man: 1n the hand of anic other that 
haid bein {uthcient to mak a ſcin 

man blind. May he not with the clay 
of mortall men heall our blindnes 
in the tructh. The riucr of Iordan 
haid only commune watcr withour 
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ETTO0O TRASgE 21 
anic extraordinaire vertue, yet Naa- 
man being lent ther, by the prophet, + *&: 5 
it reccaueth the power to heal him of 
his leprofic: the propherte of all pro- 


- 


tr OO 


b 

S pheres or ratherthe makair of al pro- 
- phers herh ſent ws to the kirk: why 
1 Shall shee not haue the vertue to 
d hail ws of our leprolic of ignorance 
1 by him , wha ſcat ws to hit? S. Peter 


. {aid in his name to the crippel man 
ſurge &) amvuia, Ryſe aud gang. thena- 3% 3 © 
- curall (eiknes frome the birth culd 


nor reliſt his command. his {chad-,, , , 
dow healled infirmirtics: his worde — 
l layed, his prayers raiſed wp thedead. ». 4. 
Shall Chriſts awin worde hauc no 
ſtrenth? there is vertue in all aboun- 
dance, wher cucrhe will: our weack- 
ncscan not ſtoppe him. I man lay 
wich Orofius : Hoc ſi quiſquam homt- fer: Tr: 


num ita dicendam puter, Vt ſub infirmi- #ivi. liber 
| tate hominis Deum non poſſe affirmet 2 
omnipotentia Dei aliquid impoſſibile ſuſ- 

B ij 
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23 TS OFFER 
picetur in omni creatura C eleſtium, ter- 


reſirium, &) infernori : bunc non tantum 
ſententia mea dixerim blaſphemum, ana- 
thema deteſtandum , ſed etiam Yel mn e- 


>. » xemplum Nadah @& Abiu Diuinoigne 


damnandum, vel iuxta perditionem Da- 
 thanes Abwon hiatu terre receptum Ut- 
uum ferns mergendum. If ane man 
thinketh thatit may ſo be ſaid,that by rea 
ſon of mans infirminie and vuearnes be 
Vwull ſay God can not, and thinketh any 
:9mg impoſſible to the omnipotencie and 
almighne povuver of God im all creature 
of heaven, of earth and of bell. 7 Yyuald 
cſtetrm Rrding to my tudgment this man 
not only b laſpbemouſe, S dereſtable CUI, 
bot alſo ather to the ex emple of Nadab C & 
eAbiu Wworthie to be condemned by the 
fire comming frome God, or according to 
the perdition 7 deſtruction of Dathan & 
Aviron being receaued be the opening of 
the earth vvorthie tobe quicke thruſt doun 


to hell, Shal our Maiſter and Lord 


OF IO. FRASER: 23 
haue no ſtrenth except that whilk he 
reccaues frome the inſtrumets he im- 
ployerh? Shal the weacknes of 
{trument hald bak his will? We 
, ; Idem. ibid. 
tens in factendo de mthilo , tamyFacils im 
perficiendo de fatto. Fe u als facile and 
eaſe in perfecting anie thing maid, as he 
is mightie in making any thing of noght. 
there can be no weack inſtrumentin 
ſo mightic an hand. Poreſt ergo omnia 
(layis the fame Orof1us) in homine qui 
Vrique poteſt omnia. Fe may then do all 
thing in man, Wuha may do all things. 1 
11 therefor follow the kirk with ful 
conhdcce: I shal hauc an g00d guyd, 
{cing God hes commanded me lo to 
doo. It wil be hard to perſuade me 
that the contraric ſuld be donne, ex- 
cept they may ſchaw that ather they 
ar maire wiſe then God, in taking an 
other guyd; or that he heth giuen ws 
+ thatcommid to deceaue ws; wherof 
nather can be truc. He is a God of 
B ny 
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24 THE OFFER 
wiſdome and rructh. he hes promiſt 
ro gowerne his kirk in all rructh, If 
sheeerre the shame redoudeth to hir 
head & ſpouſe IEsvs CHR1sT, wha 
is hir guyd,redeemer, grounditon, & 
Maiſlon,wha promiſt to buld hir v- 

on an rock, and that the oettes of 
ct {uld not preuall againcs hir. what 
reproche suld it be to his wiſdome or 
power , if he culd not, or wald not 
keip hir frome crrour, according to 
his promilc? Bur he knew nor per- 
chance, when he maid this promiſe, 
what power he haid : thir new Lords 
haid nor as yet limitat the merches 
of his might: their breif of peram- 
bulation was not put, as yet, in cxc- 
cution. or hal we ſay Immenſa eſt fi- 
nemque potentia cali non habet, quicquid 
ſupert volutre peratli eſt * Promiſit quis 
voluit, ſeruauit quia potuit. He promeſt 
becauſe he yuald, he keiped it, becauſe he 
might. and in tructh if this plight an- 


» g— Ml } F'vI ot And 


OF 10. FRASER, 27 
cre of the kirk war loſt, how shal we 
be aſſured of the veritic ? wher shall 
we ſcikit? atthcir handsperchance, 
wha aſlures ws that the heal Catholi- 
que kirk may erre, becauſe they ar 
but men. If they be Gods, or may 
{(chaw wsany {pecial primledge,wher 
by they ar exemtpred frome the ge- 

ncral ruecll of errour, to the whilk al 
men without exception (according 
ro their iudgment,notwithſtanding 
Gods promule) ar ſubicR,it is reaſon 
we (uld hear them, obcy, and follow 
them, becauſe of their ſpecial prero- 
Catiuc aboue all others. Bur JE, 
ucr faycrthrthar al men ar ſubic& to 
crrour and fals opinions, tyneth his 
credit in all other things hauing ob- 
teined credit in that.yea being a man 
as others , why may he not be de- 
ccaucd in that,, als weal as in the 
reſt? And doubles he is deccaucd, if 
he think . his maxime of errour ro 
B y 
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haue place in the kirk of God, wher 
he isrucller and gowernour him elf, 
W ha can keip anic taing weal, if ir 
be fo vnlure whilk he hes takin in 
hisawin keipping? Farther rhe cer- 
taincand infallibleconſtancic of the 
kirk in matters of faith may belt be 
ſein inthe grounds and moyens $shee 
vieth in tcaching and guyding ws. 
It is maiſt certaine that the wark de- 
pendeth on the workar,the eticct on 
the cauſe, and theend on the cheitec 
beginnig. W her the Authour,wor- 
kar, cauſe, fondament, and origi- 
nal beginning ar neceſlaire all ro- 
vidder and vnchangable , the wark, 
cfteC&t, and end molt be of the ſame 
nature & cofidition: Now fcing the 
kirk hcs for internal author, mouer, 
cauſc, and beginning, the father,the 
ſonne, and holic ghailt ſpirir of veri- 


tic and trueth,wha hes aſliſted aſliſts, 
and will aſſiſt hir to the end of the 


OF IO. FRASER. 27 
warld, why $shal not hir doctrine, & 
Shee hir {elf be withour errouror falc 
it becauſe of hir good guyd? for faith 
whilk ſurpaſleth al naturall and hu- 
main realon can haue no ſuregrond 
bur by the reuclation of God in his 
kirk. This aſſurance may be calclie 
ſcin in the fcriprures; becauſe wher 
itis{pokin of the miſhon and power 
whilk our Lord geueth ro the oth- 
| F cers& magiltrats of his houlc; there 
> | alſois, maid mention of the promiles 
of his perpetual aſliſtance and pre- 
{ence to his kirk. All powver s gen yg vg 
to me inheauen and in earth: going there. 
for, teach ye all nations, baptiFin g themin 
the nam of the - and of the ſonne and 
of the holte g aiſt, teaching them to ob- 
ſerue all things vuhatſoeuer [ haue com- 
manded yovuv : and behold 7 am Yvith 
youv al dayis een to the conſummation 
of the vwarld : As my father hes ſent me, *: ** +1: 


alſo 7 ſend youu &c. And I vill as l0n-14. 16: 
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8 THE OFFER 
the father and he wil gif your ane other 
paraclete, that he may abyd Yuith youu 
r ewer. Item. but the paraclete the 
bolie ſpirit-, VVYhom the father "Y'il 
end in my name_-, he Nil teach youv all 
things , Wwbatſceuer Þ ſay wnto youv, 
Andinanother place he praycth for 
il f WE his kirk. For them do I pray &c.Sancti. 
'L fie them in truerh 8&c. as thovv did ſend 
8 me in the vwarld,l haue alſo ſent them in 
ql the vwarld. The hail place isto be red 
| forir maketh to the propoſe. Now 
If] | if nather his al docth oblish 
him, nor his prayer have anie place 
for the ſtabilitic of the veritic in his 
kirk,how can it be true that S. Paul 
Wl rh, 4. n, faycth.cAndbe gave ſome Apoſtles & 
4 ſome prophetes,and other ſome Euangeliſts 
118 and other ſome paſtours, and doftours to 
i! the conſommation of the [antes Ynto the 
of Wark. of the miniſterie, ynto the edifica- 
; tion of the bodie of C hriſt yntill ye meit 
all into the ynitie of faith, W her it is 
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lainlic ſaid that our Lord hes eſta- 
blished Eccleſiaſtical perſonnes fer 
the perfection of hiscleR in conſer- 
uing the frome the malicioufe craft 
of Satan, that they bernot deceaued 
by crrour, norcaricd away with cuc- 
ric wind of doctrine; whilk can not 
be eſchewed, vnlcle the doctrine of 
the kirk be without errour. We ſee 
the people of eucric contray docth 
embrace the religion of their true or 
tals paſtours: {o except the paſtours 
hauc ſome certainec ruel & guyd mair 
then humaine, withour doubr their 
incoltant doctrine shal mak a flock 


inconſtant. Ye ar the ſalt of the earth, Marr: 5-13 
ye ar the light of the Yuarld &c. Ye hane > 


not choiſen me, but f baue choiſen youv, 


and appointed youv that ye go and bring 


forth frutt and that your fruct, remaine: 


Whulk things war ſaid ro the Apo- 
ſtlesas repreſenting the k irk, becauſc 
they war the firſt fondaments therof, 


I, i6, 
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laide by IEsvs CHRIST him ſelf 
being yer on carth. 

The words of God hes yet their 

Gen. 1. 28. Force: creſcire Oh multiplicamni, bring 

forth fruict aud multiple : the words 

appertcineth ro the polteririe, & yer 

docth kcip their {trenth, whilk they 

} reccaucd ih the begining. lt lo bein 

i the temporall and corporal propaga- 

tion, what shal it be in the {piritual? 

or shal his liberaliric be leſſe rowards 

his kirk * shalshee be Ynius 2ai, of on 

lib.r, dec.1 gage, as [aycth Liuius of Rome new 

begounc? Shal we think that fo grear 

priuiledge& lo deir cor appertineth 

onlic to the Apoſtles? there 1s na ap- 

peirence of reaſon : {cing the pro- 

miles conteineth a perpetual & coti- 

Ton. 15. 16, NUal aſliſtence: F haue appointed youv, 

| that ye go, and bring forth fruict, ex that 

(0, your fruitt remaine. that YVhatſocuer 

| ye ask of my father in my name he may- 

gif it youu, W ha can doubt bur they 
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.OF 10, FRASER, zt 
hauc deſyred thar,according to his a- 
win laying, the fruict ws Our by 
ir them (fuld remaine in the kirk: thar 
ng is that the veritic (uld remaine for c- 
ds | ucrin the kirk ? Suld notthe ſpirit of 
e& & conlolation and veriric etcrnallic a- 
y bydin the kirk, wher asncine of the 
in © Apoltles did leifan hondreth years? 
a- | «i:i-nchey paſt wp ro heauen by their 
Þþ | glorioule martyrdome as our eldeſt 
1: Þ brethren roenter in their land of c- 
»n || cecrnal lyf,whilk our Lord hedcofr to 
w | chem with his pretiouſe blood: They 
xr |} drew not wp the ledder cftrer them. 

h | Thcaililtence inal veritic was giuen 
> | corh:mas being neceſſaire for mans 
- | faluation: the neceſlitic remaineth, 

i- | vhyshal not the giftremainc? it was 
y, | nor given ro the kirk for the Apo- 
it | files can as apperteining ro them 
xr || onlic, bur ro the Apoſtles for the 
= | kirks cauſe they being hir principal 
mcmbrcs: ſo the principall moriue 
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remaining , why shal not the privi- 
ledge {o neceſſaire remaine ? they re- 
ccaucd it but as membres nearcit ro 
the head, to be continued and con. 
uoyed by them to the reſt of the bo- 
dy, Sicut Wnguentum in capite, quod de- 
ſcendu in barbam,barbam _Aaron, quod 
deſcendit in oram YVeſtimenti ems . this 
ſucir oyll of veritic whilk is in the 
head lesvs CnrisrT why $hal it 
not deſcend vntothe beard of aaron 
and to the border of his garmer, that 
isro the Apoſtles & their ſuccefſours 
to the extreme border of chrilts kirk 
{11gnihed by his garment ? And rea- 
ſon wald or rather Gods infhnit mer- 
cic, that the {ucceſlours of the Apo- 
{tles ſuld haue that ſame aſliſtence of 
the holy ſpirit, becauſe they haue the 
ſame place and charge for the perhit- 
tig of chriſts body,whilk is his kirk. 
and therefor they ar called his ofh- 
ccrs & {cruants. and doutbles it wat 
agans 
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agans all good reaſon to think, ha 
the hole ſpirit haid gotten onlic 
charge to guyde the Apoſtles, as 
choghr our Sauiour haid ſufferred 
366k for them onlic, & not for the 
kirk in all aages. Abour the yeare 
of our Lordi yg 2 x5. ({indry (ces be- 
ing rifin wp vnder the colour, that 
the true kirk haid failled, all hs pa- 
{toures hauing erred,& atlaſt hauing 
decayed, and therefor alledging thar 
they war {cnt by cod to teachthe ve- 
rity ſo many yeares vnknawinto the 
warld) Dauid Georgius an cheif of 

the Anabaprilts taking occaſion of 
that alledged &imaginairc tal of che 
Catholik Lurk , geue him ſelf our for 
the true YI Amonges the rca- 
lons whilks he vſcd againes the Lu- 
cheriensand other ſeCtes, the princi- 
pal was takin frome heir newnes, & 
from thedefection of the kirk,whilk 
they preached for chat ſame occaſion 

- 


& 
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of their nouucltic; for otherwayes 
they culd not haue teached , nor yet 
bein miniſters, doctours or paſtours. 
If the doctrine of Chnſt (layis this pe- 
{tilent Dauid Georgius) and of Dis A- 
poſtles vuas true and perfect, certainlie 
the herk that they planted and formed by 
therr doctrine {uld haue remaned, and du- 
red neceſſairly, and neuer haue decayed, 
ſeing that leſus ſaid, that the gettes of hell 
ſuld neer prekaill avancs hir:but novv it 
i manifeſt & hnawwvin tothe hail vuarld 
(according to your avvin comune ſaying) 
that the Anichniſt hes altogither ouerthra- 
vin the doctrine of ( Þriſt C iis 4 poſiles, 
ef the hirl: fonded and bulded by them, as 
may be ſeine in the papiſtric: VY vhs the 
doctrine of Chriſt, C of bis Apoſtles yas 
fals and mperfect, _ blaſphemoulc 
cociuſion, yet alrogether neceſlaire, 
if che aſlumprion war truc, whilk f{1n- 
dic now adayis not onlic admittes 
to BCtruc, bot allo takcth it for ane 


$ 
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cround mailt certaine, " wherinel 
th Cy haue bulded ence kirk. £- 
byſſus abyſſum inuocat. 

Burto refur this pernicioulc opinito 
jiatwslee and conlidder whathono- 
rable titles rhe kirk hes1n the holic 
{(criprures, and how fairc promiſes ar 
maid by God ot hir ſtabilitic and in 
fllibilitic: Shogs called the bodie, the 
falnes, tie | We «7 ſus Criſt , the 
houſe of The Lord, 1 pillar 2ndfrnmnl 
2r rround of trueth, boght Wit! ) bis blood, 
his v1 vealbeloned, bis dovu, his yuin- 
Jurd , his ence, bis hinrdome. &C. 
our tairc and {pectoule names ro c- 
uanish io fonc contraire to his bon- 
tutu! | prometles. 7 { "pail marie the unta Fof ». 13 
me for eaer, ye a I yTWil manie the vnto me 
in richtiouſnes and indzement C7 mercie. 
&. May I not fay heir with S. Aug. Tom. «. 
Hec eſt mater vera » Þ14 mater C7 caſla c ah —_— 
mirinſecus Yiri _ dignitate ornata, wow” 
forinſecus mendacio fallent: w__ colo- 
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rata. This is the true mother, godlie and 

chaſt mother decked invvardlie yuith the 
digmtie and maieſiie of hir husband , not 

shamefullic coloured outvvardly VVith a 

| deceauing lie. and in dceid as the ſame 

Tom. 8.in $, Aug. {ayis, [n ventre Eccleſia Yert- 

2 tas manet : quiſquis ab hoc Yentre Eccle- 
ſie ſeparatus fuerit, neceſſe eſt wn lo- 

guarar, neceſjeejt,! qu. 4,ut fall, 0quarur 

qui aur concipi noluit, aut quem concepti 

materexcuſſit. VV ubhin the belly or bo- 

ſome of the kirh the Yeritie remaineth. 

vwhoſoeuer «halbe ſepararted frome this 

boſome of the kuth,, of neceſſtie he man 

ſpeik. hes, of neceſſitie uf ſay, he man ſpeth. 

lies, "rs ather ywuald not be conceaued 

andingenared, or els being conceaued, the 

mother hath caſt bim out. But if shee 

heth become an harlotte and adul- 

trefle, shee hes maid diuorle, shee hes 

violatthe law of mariage,vhilk God 
haithpromilt ſuldbe keiped) in faith- 


fulncs. I doubt greatlic if t! +7 be 
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lauful childring ro God , wha cal 
their mother a whore, matris adulter:o 
parrem quarunt: can any man {ay mair 
freelie thathe is an heretik,norto lay 
that the kirk he followis may, & hes 
crred: shee wha abandoneth hir ſclf 
{ſo calclic ro cucric (utter, can not bc 
atrue ſpoule, shee mult be an har- 
lotre. Excuic me if I ſay,that fic men 
may be baſtards, but the kirk of cod 
wil remaine a virgin for cucr, by the 
atliftence & dilivence of hir head & 
{poule.he was born ofa virgin,hewil 
hauc his mEbres & ofspring to hauc 
that ſame honour, their true and ſpi- 
ritual mother being a virgin, becaulc 
Shee is his ſpouſe. cod man haue fom 
thing. out of thedcuils power; he hes Epl. x. +>. 
maid to him ſelf ic gloriouſe hirk. not ha- 
ning [pot or vorincle, or anie fic thing: but 
that shee sbuld be holy C Cr vuibeat blame. 
to wit in doctrine. If God be over- 
thravvin in his avvin houſe, he man be att. 12.29 
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weackar then the deuill, whilk can 
not be granted, yea not thoght,with- 
our art execrable blaſphemie. Wher- 
for 1 man ay with S. Aug. (v hom L 
cite the maire willinghe that Soary 
of the protcltanrs a alledgeth that he 
15thets,notw1t chitanding he bc their 
orcatelt cnimic, at leltro their do- 


4 ig Qrine) Credimus Eccleſi- an Catholicam 
ipſa eſt Eccleſia San&ta, Eccl: fra na, Ec- 


cleſia vera, Eccleſia ( atholica, contra h.e- 
reſes ommes Plgnans * phgnare poteſt ex- 
pugnari non poteſt - hereſes omnes ae ill; 
exterunt tanqua ſarmenta inutilia de Ni 
te preciſa: ipſaaute m manet in radice ſua, 
porte inferoriz non Vincent cam. VV e ve- 
leif the (atbolik birt. ,shee is the holy kirk, 
the onlie kirh, the Catholik 
hirk fighting a aganiſt al hrefes, shee may 
fizht,but sbee can not be ouercum, al here- 
ſres ar one out of hir,ly% vuprofitable bra. 
ch2es cat of the vynerree. Shee (the kirk) 


docth TC almmnce mn hr avuimn root : - the get- 


the IYUC birh , 


OO FRASER. 39 
ta of hell shal not ouercome hix. 

Lat ws (ce the other promiſes maid 
co hir, by hir head and maiſter,whilk 
ar ſocleir & in logreat nomber, that 
no man can doubr, except he that 
wil reccaue no thing , but that onlic 
whilk heth paflcd by the tryal of his 
iudgmer , to whois 1udgmerro ſtand 
war tobe without any iudomer. God 


promiit, as I hauc (a1d now otrymes, ! 


"Cattiy. 15. 


thatthe gettes of hell, chat 1s the po- M 


wer Of Saran by crrour and herefic 
{uld nor preuail againcs hir. hes not 
Satan preuailled, it hchcs cauſed hir 
crre in. teaching & authorizing fals 
doctrine? S. Aug layeth palling weal. 

Non inſultent heretici ap partes conciſt, 

non ſe extollat ,qu dicunt Ecce hic eſt ( bri- 

ſus,ecce ullie: Yui dicit ecce hic eſt ecce ullic 
ad partes induat , Ynitate promiſur Deus. 
Reges in vnum collecti ſunt, non per [chiſ- 


mata diſſipati ſunt. Sed forte iſta ciuitas, 


aug mundi tenut, cliquando —— 


C 11 


"LIatt. 23 20 


Loaa. 14.16 


40 THE OFFER 

abſit : Deus fundauit cam in 4ternum: 
St ergo Deus fundauit eam m aternum, 
quid times * ne cadat firmamentum * Lat 
not the heretibes inſult 7 triumphe being 
dinided in ſectes, lat not thes magnifie ex 
praiſe them ſelfs, TYuha ſayeth lo heir is 
Chriſt, lo there. VT ho ſayeth lo heir i 
Chriſt , lo there, he induceth to factions, 
God did promiſe vnitie and concorde. T he 
K ings ovvar gathered to gether in one ; 
not ſcattered by diuiſion . But perchance 
this citie, While. harth compretcnded & 
occupied the vearld, at lenth shalbe oner- 
thravven ? God forbed : God haith foun- 
ded and eſtablished hir for euer. 1 f then he 
heth founded hir for euer, qubat feare ye? 
leaſt the firmament shuld fall * He pro- 
malt allo he ſuld be with hir all dayis 
cucn to the conſummation of rhe 
warld: if he left hirnotonec day,when 
shuld crrour hauc occupied hir? So 
Shuld the hole ſpirit rary with hir 


for cucr, & teach hir al yeritic: al ye- 


OF IO. FRASER 4r 
ritic & crrour cannot conſiſt tOgi- 
cher. T he father promilt co his cter- 
nal ſonne, the ſame perperual veritic 
tor his ſeed. 7 Ywil mak this my cone- 3a 59-21 


[4 
* | nent wwith them ſayeth the Loyd: My 
is 
js 


[þ:rit yat is upon the, my wvords,quhilk 

{ haue put in thy mouth, shal not depart 
. out of thy mouth,nor out of the mouth 0 
e | thyſced,nor oat of the mouth of the ſeed of 
; thy ſeed, ſayerh the Lord from hence forth 
exen for exer, For his kingdome Shal Luc. 1. 33: 
: hauc no end. So fayerth Daniel of his — 

dominatio,whilk shalbe throch al,& 7. 
: tor cucr. and Micha faycth als far. cy. 4.7. 
e xow bchold the amplitude grearnes 
| &authoritie. f shal gif thee the heathen 
- | for thyn inheritance, and the ends of the 
$ earth for thy poſſeſſon.In an other place 
© al nations, Vubome thovn hes maid,shall ,c1 ;,, 
1 come and Yvorshipe befoir the o Lord &7 
) 
r 
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sbal glorifie thy name. I{aias faycth: [n 

the laſt dayis shalbe prepared the mon— 

6 taine of the bouſe of the Lord in the toppe 
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of the montaines, and shalbe exalted a- 
boue the hilles, and all nations shal flew 
to it. Not onhic Ilaias, bur allo the o- 
ther prophers ſayis the ſame. Mair- 
eucrtheinnes of the childrine hall 
not takaway his inheritance of veri- 
tic amonges the Chriſtians : Kin 


” Dauidaſſureth ws: his ſeed ywil I mak 


indure for cuer, and his throne as the dayis 
of the heauen. = his cheldren leif my 
lawv, and yualk not in I if 
they brak my ſtatutes & / ripe nos my c- 
mandement ; then wil I wiſit ther mi- 
quities vvith a rodde Cr their ſinnes Vvith 
ſtraches; yet my mercy wwill ] not tak from 
him; nor offend im my tructh : my conuc- 
nant yNVuill Inot brack.. &c. Ye ice that 
cod wil keip his ſonnes heritage not- 
withſtanding of mans iniquitic. 
Bur they wi cnc not ths 
ſtabilitic and conlitancie of the kirk, 
anſwers that shee faillcth nor, als lag 
asShee hearcth rhe voice & obcyeth 


- 
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the commandement of hir ſpoulc 
Its vs CHRIST, &is guyded by the 
holic [pints following « Tia. of 
God, whulk 15 perperuallic 1 ioyned 
with hi holic ſpirit; Bur ifshee leif 
the word & obey not hir ſpoule,shee 
may fail and erre. W hat 1s this other 
to lay,then that the kirk can nor fail 
norcrrc art all. ror we hauc {chawin 
alreddiethat there can be no lic lepa- 
ration, nordilobcdience: wherwpon 
xc haue concludid the certaine and 
perpetual vcritic of the kirk, in re- 
{pcct of the perperual and aſlurcd a- 
{iltance of lEsvs CHRIST and of 
his holy ſpiritinal veritic: for if shce 
«ar without hir head and gouernour 
hee culd no mairc be a kirk. In 
whulk cafe they might rather ſay shee 
war decayed and Koad nor crred and 
failled. but nather of rhir can be true 
as wc haue {chawin by cuident places 
of the {criprures. W c man think that 
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ourLord hes bulded hir vpon a rock, 
Matt. 7-24 25 jt becommeth his wildome , and 
not ypon the ſandis, as tooles doo, 
whois houſes can not ſtand becauſe NY! 
the ground is not ſure. [ 
Asto the promiſes, whilk ſom men } 
retendes to bg conditionallic maid | 
to the kirk, becauſe ſome promiles : 
iÞ ar of that nature: thcy man vnder- 
| ſtand chat ſic promiſes roucheth on- | 
lie the particulaire, if they remaine |. 
in the kirk, if they follow the Lords | 
comandement. God faycthto Moſes 
F12d 37.21 Ecce eſt locus apud me, & ſtabts ſupra pe- 
tram. Be hold there ts a place by me, and | 
thou shall ſtand Vpon the roc{ : On 
this rock the kirk is buldcd, shee mi 
be {tabill : Shee is the Lords inheri- 
It 1 rancegihinto him by God hisfarher 
f without anic condition: whilk may 
if be {chawin by great nomber of pla- 
ces of the ſcriptures. It depedeth not 
vpon mens vcrtucor wicc, {trenth or 
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5 
weacknes, folic or wiſdome: he hes 
r2al;inthc kcipping of hisawin right 


inhisawin hand: he wil not be [poi- 
led by a mightier , becaulc ther is 
ncihe mightier: if it haid depended 
vpo our worthines, I doubr it Chriſt 
Ic{us {uld hauc haid anie kirk at all: 
vc man clcimeto his infhinit mercie, 
ooodnes, and extreime louc , by the 


| wlilk he hes promilt not to aban- 


done is kirk: not to ſuffer hirto TO 
wrang : his grace isa futhcient be1ld 
ag4incs al ſtormes, and an ſure ancre 
inal danger. he will cair for nothing 
inthis warld, it he be caitrles of his 
wealbcloued fpoule, who 1 his dow 
his perfite and vndehiled. 

The ark of Noe was not ſurmon- 
ted by the flood; it was ay hier then 
the water of the flood, whilk not- 
withltanding was hier then all the 
cit of the things vpon carth. Men, 
townes, hilles, montaincs war lawer 


Matt. 12,259 


Mat. 3.27- 


Cad. 2. 
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then the watcr,w hulk yet acknawled 
geth the Ark robe aboue it: for ir 
Sacrh the relt, bur lifteth wp the 


; AIK. quia domin 4s ſupp 0[uit mani : Be. 


cauſe che Lord "1d pur his hand vader: 
and whar culd lurmontit, wiilk was 
fultcincd by the m1ighrie hand © 't the 
Lord : + his Was V% ithour anic Con. 
dition: but who war to be fauucd, 
it bchoucd them to be rhcrin : ro the 
thc promile was conuUitionall. The 
Ark, if ithaid not haid the (pectal al- 
{i{tence of cod, haid beine ouerthra- 
win as the relt, wha wantcd that late- 


oardeand protection. 


The veritic of that figure is giuen 
to Chrilt our {auiour without anic 
limitation or condition: bur to the 
3 oo eS,1it rhey be therc.the wa- 
ters hilk our of the ark vas morrall 
"* deadlic, within {fcructh for lyf. 

| = 
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cuſtodit; vnde & aqua dilunij arcam qui- 
t m ad ſuvlimora ſuſtuitt, omnes autem 
uos extra arcam inuentt, extinxit, It is 
Be. 5hce onlie wwbe eiperh VWuth a mightie 
it band thos quha ar Vithin har : qubereby 
vas the varrer of the deluge carried vp the 
he - on h1ghr,but quhoſoeuer it fand wvith 
n. & out 5 earlk,it deſtroyed. WY hy $hal nor 
d, F arca Eccleſi.e ſuperior eſſe omnibus vndis 
he 27 fluctibus erroris? No thing can be 
he & 1n danger that coſtantlic remainerh 
if- & :n che Lords keipping , how weack 
a- | ocucrir beof it felf, hauing trench 
8 ofit K CIPPCT. 
Burt they wil lay perchance thar all 
en | chic promiles and PIerogatiues ar a- 
ie Þ& rhcrto the kirk inuifible, or for rhe 
ic Þ reuclation of the holie ſpirit maid ro 
a- } cucric man in particulaire, whereby 
ill } chey ar gowerned and called his. Lat 
f, | vs ({ce, or rather lar ws colider (ſcing 
ie | 1tcannot be ſein) this inuiſtble kirk. 
| pray yow reid the places citcd be- 
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forc,& ye wilſcerhatthe promiſes at 
maid to a viſible companic. The falt 
of the carth, the I1ghr of the w arld. 
Sic lyk acitic {cr vpon amontraine. a 
candle {ertevpon a candleſtick: wha 
heareth the kirk , heateth God. wha 
contemneth hir, contemneth God: 
wha wil nor heir, nor obcy the kirk 
(uld be ro ws as an excomunicat per 
ſonnec. Shec is fignihet by the Ark of 
Noe, by the children of i{raclin the 
deſert, by thewynzard, by S. Peters 
bark, by 3 montaine, by the nettes 
clin the ſea, by a piller. &c. what 
is here inuifible, or rather what can 
be vitible to him wha ſeerh nor thes 
things? he hes milter of a medicin, 
and not of rcaſons,w ha can nor l{cca 
bark & nettes, an ark of three hon- 
dreth cubites lang, a vynzard, 2Ciric 
a candle : vpon an candilitik, a mon- 
rainc, a pillar, fyf or ſex hondreth 
thouſand perſonnes to gidder. what 
remcid 
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remeid for ſo deſperata blindnes*in 
ſo wo'tul a ſeiknes ? Tubeas miſerum 
eſſe libenter.ae man perish1 in his awin 
blindnes,w ha wil nor oppen hiseyes. 
How can we ns one or obcy 
this inuifible 16dge? W her shal we 
fh nd Nr 7 nit (74. zeji '/ nuſs, Aauamn widetur, 
0411 10N ſ1t incorps ret how can we be 
rovncd with ir, & out ot hir boſom 
ther is no laluation. the kirk haid 
chaigtoreachalnatios & bapriz the. 
| think irshalbe als dithcil ro hear as 
to lce tnuihble doctours , CXCCPT WE 
wil reccaue the auld bias for pa- 
ſtours. Shal we belcit thatthe kirk of 
God hes ncucr beine ſeine, becauſc 
the doctrine teachcd now in findric 
places was neuer hard betore, the do- 
ctours therof nor being as yet borne? 
Itthe kick was cucr vitible -it was 
tharshee might beknawin & lo tol- 
lowed. W hil thir men come shee was 
lud, now shce is knawin, why hes she 
'Þ; 
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changed nature ? isit ro deceaue ws? 
God torbid: $shall we giue the caulc 
won to the Anabaprilts with their 
foolish and new inucnrted lynagoge? 
Whilk doubrles manbe receaucd ac- 
cording to this opinion, or it it be 
receaued in others, why shall it not 
be reccaued in them? It they haid yet 
remaincd inuifible , they haid beine 
more worthic of credet. Bur what * 
anic thing is good cnouch to theis 
fantaſticall ſpirits. Notus in fudea 
Dew, knawin but in his kirk,and by 
his kirk, ſeingshee is the pillar of ve- 
ritic and trompert of his holie name. 
It isshce wha hes diſcouucred, aflaul- 
red and condemned, yea and at laſt 
deltroyed all herifies in cuerie aage, 
not by inuiſibilitic, bur by viſible 
prelence, in general concels, by day- 
ly preaching and teaching of hir do- 
ctours and paſtours, and ſouucrainc 
decreirs of hir miniſteriall head. If 
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there be neincofthirchingstrue, the 

kirk man be onlic an vaine phantra- 
{ticall imagination forged to abuſe 
men,lvk tothe philoſophical {tonne, 

where foolish men imployeth their 

lyf, mynd and moyens to hind right 

noght at la{t. Ovid amp! ius ((ayethS. gs 0; 
Auvuſtin) diclurus ſum quam cacos qui tract, | 
tum marnum montem non Vident ? qui = 
contra lucernam i in candelabro poftram 0- _ _ 
eulos claudunt, V Vhat chal 1 ſay farther 
vat th 'at they ar blind vwha ſeeth not ſo 
meat a montame * Wha cloſſeth their 
eyes onerazaiiſt the candle put on the can- 
dleſlik. Andin an other place. Ecce 
mons implens Yaiuerſam faciem terre. 
Ecce ciaitas de qua dictum eſt : non poteſt 
cntas «bſcondi ſuper montem conſtiruta. m_ : 
Illi axtem offendunt in montem , es cam. 

ets dicitur, aſcendite, non eſt mons, dicunt: 
facilius illuc faciem impingunt, quam ullic 
habitaculi quarunt. Behold the montaine 

filing the face of the Yuhol earth. behold 
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-'K citie of wuhbilk i is ſaid: 4 Citie ſette 


one an hil can not be h1d.T hey(to wit the 
heretik1s) op: them ſclfs againeſt the 
hil. & wwh# u is [ardto them,go vupahey 


ſay, it 1s not thy hi l. They Pug more ywuil- 


mehe dash ther face aganiſt chat bill, nor 


To.8. pſal. ſeth an Wtine there. I muſt lay with 


the lame S. Auvultin. O heretica in- 


ſanta, quod non vides, credis mecs : quod 


wides. negas. credits mecum ( briſtun: exal.- 
ratum ſup er clo; , Quzod non Vidimus; & 
negas glortam eras ſuper omnem terram, 

uod Videmus, O heretical froviaranes, 
and obſin. ite maddencſſe, thou beleifis 
NVMith me that th ov ſeeth not, thov denyes 
that quhilk thov ſeeth, Thow beleifis yub 
me that Chriſt # exalted aboue the hea- 
uens 79088 wvichauenot (cine : & thov 
denyes hs gloric tole Ypon all the earth, 
Yuhilk Hae ſee. And it 1 be not abu- 
ſcd the perlecutions(whilk cotinucd 
almoſt frome Chriſts dayes to Con- 
ſtanuin the greats aage, althoght not 
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inal place & with lyk crueltie, wher 
many thowſand martyrs did beſtow 
their lyf1s)war againsthe v {1ble kirk 
of that aage : Wor if this new 1nuiftble 
kirk had Tae i in thots dayes , shee 
haid conſerued al hir membres from 
diger by moyen of hir invifibiliric: 

and in decd al fic men elch apped the 
ryranic of the mailt cruel Empriou- 
res by that ring Gygcs. or rather be- 
caule neinc of thes TnoifGbl e men as 
yet war forged. Shall the kirk of cod 
hauc no other refuge in perſccurions 
/vhidder they come of tyranes,or of 
heretiks oppugning the veritie | bur 
to flceto thedarknes of inuiſibilitic 
( maire fitte for the mcbres of Satan 
prince of darknes,then torthe mem- 
bres of IEsvs Cnr1sT author of light) 
as ſepia to hir blak blood or ink? >cod 
forbed. If they anſwer that rhey vn- 
derſtand by the inuifible kirk, the c- 
Ie&t,wha becauſe they ar knawin on+ 
 Dij 
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lic to God ar called inviſible. I an- 


theedfes ſwerthart the ſame argument maketh; 


of taith ar. 


17. infcred the condemned perſonnes als well to 


in the actct 
parhame nt 


halden 


be inuifible, (eing they ar knawin to 


; the 
[/! /;. 5n. God onlic in that qualitie, ſo all the 


__— « warld ſalbc inuiſible. Secundly (cing 


thar I am oblished ro ioyne my lelf 
with the true kirk onlic: how $hal l 
knaw hir not being God? I ſay onlic 
thatwe fand als lag as they did regne, 

a viſibel, atlecſt lenſible,, and maid 
cruel perſecution agains fic as culd 
not com our of the contray: for they 
warconſtrained to ſubſcribe & ſxreir 
that the pretent religion was good , 

albcitin their colcience they knew & 
war perſuaded to the cotraire: whilk 
perſecutio was fo cruel that the death 
it ſelf haid bein mair tolerable: yea l 
pertuad my ſclt tharif the miniſters 
wald haue proceded by way of death 
agains the Catholiks, thar they ſuld 


10t hauc won lo mcikil agains the as 
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they did then, by an extreme neceſſ1- 
tic to whilk they pat them: Bur to 
retourne to their inuiſtbilitie: we at 
ſeiking a kirk to guyd ws, shce was 
inuiſtble before our dayes (and now 
we haue {o manic kirks viſible that 
we knaw not whilk to choiſe) why 
ſolang inuifible, and why now (ein? 
inuifible when shee might haue bein 
knawin, becauſe ther was but few; & 
now viſible when the great nomber 
maketh hir vncertaine to ws. Thir 
dark queſtios requirerh a new Oecdi- 
pusto {olue them. I fay that abfolur- 
lieshee man be kuawinto ws, & not 
to God only: God of his infinit mer- 
cic, & goodnes, hes and wil comuni- 
catto ws his knawledge ſo far asit is 
neceſlaire for our (aluation: bur ir is 
alrogither neceſlaire ( if anie thing 
be alrogither neceſlaire for ws) to 
knaw the true kirk , ſcing $hee isthe 
only houſe wher God is lurelie ro be 
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found, truclic [crued, deulic obeyed 
and eternal lyf mercifullic obtcined, 
as is ſuthcicnthic prouen bcfore. If 
[ ſuld promite a thouſand pound to 
any man, and cfter ſend him to an 
inuifible thelaurer to be payed , (uld 
he not hauc 1ww!t occation to think 
me an abulcr: God hes promilt true- 
lic ro his fonne by the mourh of Da- 
uid that his ſeed shal remaine ſor eHer, Cr 
hu throne sbalbe as the ſunne before him, 
C [yh.to the moune perfe. t for ener: if the 
.lunne and tic moune, win they ar 
in ther great clearnes, be inuilible | 
vnderſtand no thing. The kirk ne- 
ucr hes beine ob{curcd lo tar by PCr - 
ſccutions, but shce mioint be kanwin 
belydesthe milerable blindnes of the 
Iewes.and centiis, & maliciouſe ob- 
[tinacic of keretiks, or factioule (c- 
paration of ſchilmatiks. W hat? wil 
they mak the cnimics of God to be 
calclic {cine and found, wher his (er - 
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vants & freinds dar not {chaw them 
ſe}fis? then God man hya and ketp 
clolc his freinds for ftcare that Satan 
{poiile him. he $hall hauc onhe tc 
as he may iteale without the deuils 
knaw ledve | by moyen of the inurſ1- 
biliric, changed now ina vitbilitic 
by vertue of an at of parliamet hal- 
r -natEdenbrugh wuhour a vow, in 

12 Queencs M. ablence rhe year of 
: is $60.ratihed by an parliament 
of lyk torce in his Maicitics mino- 
ritic 1567. Bur I paſle this-nec Yete- 
rum memint, letorue malorum. "The dc- 
uilſuld fegh againsthe members of 
the kirk \bu chuld nor preuatil, be- 
caulc the victoric {uld be theirs! and 
they for their victoric ſuld be crou- 
ned, whilk can not be withour bat- 
tel. Nam qui certat in agone,non corona 
tur niſt i legitime certauerit. And if anie 
man ſtryue for a t maiſteric,he is not crouned 
except be ſtryne as he aught to doo. And 
I) v 
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.. Tim. 4. San Paul ſayeth othim ſelf, Bonum 
: certqmen certaui,.curſum conſummani fide 
ſeruaui : in reliquo repoſita eſt mibi corona 
iuſttie quam reddet mibi Dominus in die 
illa inſtus index &c. 7 haue fought 4 good 
fight, I hawe conſumate my courſe, I bane 
kerpt the faith. Concerning the reſt, there 
is laid vp for me a crowwvne of inſtce, 
"YYhilk the Lord Till render to mein 
A the laſt dey a iuſt zudge. 
8 If any think hir inuiſible becauſe 
+ shce can not be ſcinc all ar one ryme, 
bur only in hir partes : by thar ſame 
reaſon they may think hilles & mo- 
taines inuiſible, yea the haill warld 
inuiſible, or rather no thing in the 
world tobe viſible, nather man nor 
beiſt,nor other thing,great nor ſmal; 
becauſe no thing can be ſeine al at 
one inſtant, one part cutting away 
the ſight of an other, as may 8 ſcin 
by daylic experience. 
As to them wha thinketh thart all 
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m || Gods promiſes appertieneth to the 
de particulaires, whome he aſliſts by a 
1s || {ecret and particulaire inſpiration & 
ie Þ fortificth by an interne and inward 
x | cololation; wherfor the holy ſpirit is 
ve © called the ſpirit of conſolation : we 
re Þ- haue refured them before, and if this 
, | opinion wartrue, as iris not, it wald 
n | confirme & ſtrengrhen our ſentece: 

For if the ſpirit of veritic be geuen 
© | tocucric man in particulaire, meikil 
e, | mairero all rogither, So the kirk ha- 
ce || uingtheſpiritin ſo great abondance 
* culfns erre. And doubtles natural! 
d þ rcalon wil coſtraine ws ro think that 

it the particulaire can noterre(whilk 
r | man be ifeucric man beaſliſted with 
; || theholy ſpirit according ro codsſo- 
lemne promiſes) the paſtours of the 
kirk ſuld les be ſubic to errour, be- 
caule of their office, ſcing that the 


charge is geuen to them totcach and 


and guyd the faithfull chat they be Fri 54 
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69 THE OFFER 
not haid away with cucric wind of 
doftrine, except they wil ſay chat pa- 
ſtours be altogirther vnne1dful, ſeing 
that the halic {pirit hes cakin the of: 
fice vpon him to guyd cucric an in 
particulairc ,orthat che parciculaire 
men heth the holie [pirir in all abon- 
dacewhilk is denyed to the paltours, 
who forthart cauſe may crre, wheras 
the particulaire isaſſured; an opinis 
ridiculouſe and pernifioule,alrhoght 
it beembraced by manic now adayis. 
Burt this opinion of priuat in{piratio 
is fals, becauſe our Lord (to whom 
all appertinerh by the orfr of his ta- 
ther) maid theis promiſes to the A- 
poltles when he {cnt them as mailters 
gowernours and paſtours of his kirk, 
ro preach and teach throghour the 

hailwarld. and therfor it was for the 
publik charge quetic and vrilitic of 
oſal.13. 6. the kirk vniverſall. 7n omnem terram 

Ro. 10, 18. EXE ſonus eorum , (CF in fines orbis terre 
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Yerba eorum., Mairouer this opinion, 


isablurd, forif cucry man hes the ha- 
ly (pirit, in {1c abondance, no man 
culderre, but wald (ay the treuth in 
alchiagis(I mein in marttres of faith) 
veano man culd haue need of a ma- 
ter Or paltour, { as {aid 1s) cueric One 
being mailt \uthcicnclic in{trucked 
by the holie ipirit, wha can not erre. 
vpon thels vaine imaginations the 
anabaprilts hes bulded their foolies. 
Neuertheles it man not be thoghr 
that we deny that the holic ſpirit 
doeth alhi{t the parriculaires: For he 
aſliſteth them in deed with his grace, 
wherby they ar moved to obcy con- 
ſent and beleue the doctrine of the 
kirk, and to keep the vnitic required 
therin, but not to comand guyd and 
gowerne, whilk appertincth onlic to 
the paltours, as ſaid is. 

Reſteth yer two obieCtionsagaines 
the ſtabilitic of the kirk in al veritic, 
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THE OFFER 
The firſt is, that the particulaire kirt 
may erre , whilk may be {chawenhy 
maniecxcmples: & therfor the kirk 
catholik and vniucrlal may erre. The 
ſecond 1s, that the kirk Catholik i; 
repreſented by a general concel : but 
the general concel may erre , and he: 
erred: Then the catholik and vniuer. 
ſal kirk may crre. To confirme the 
hrit obieCtion they colleCt againe: 
the Iewes kirk the faultis committed 
frome the beginning of the warld to 
our Lords tyme :to the whilk albect 
ir becafic to anſwer , yet becaule it is 
notourqueſtion, wha ar {pecking ot 
the Chriſtian kirk, 1wil paſſe ir for 
the prefer, as making nothing agans 
ws. I fay only that they lal nor be ha- 
bilro {chaw anic crrour inthe Iewes 
kirk approuucd by publik conſent. 
ror the {entice of death pronunced 
by Caiphas agancs our Lord was na 
way croniouſc of it (elf, (ifwe wald 


wo w 8ﬀ6is ,* 
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lay alyd the wicked mynd wherfrair 

roceded) ſeing it was according to 
our Maiſters will ( qui paſſus eſt , quia 
voluit) and Gods awendecreirt of his 
infnic mercy and loue towards man- 
kynd. AndS. Iohnc approucth ir as 
coming of the holy ſpirit, wha pro- 
phecied by the mouth of an wic- 
ked man. The words of the Euange- 
leſt ar chir: But one of them named Cai- 
phas , veing the hizh preeſt of that year, 
ſaid to them, youu knavu nothing, na- 
ther doo youu conſider that it ts expe- 
went ſor VVs that one man die for the 
poeple , and the Wuholl nation perish nor . 
And this ve ſaid not of him ſelf, but being 
high prieſt of that year, he prophecied that 
Teſus shuld die for the nation , and not 
only for the nation, but gather into one the 
children of God , that VVar defperſed 
wherby we may vaderſtand the qua- 
litie of the decreit, notwithſtanding 
the wickednes of the inſtrument. . 
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Cod bliſleth his people by Balaams 
mouth : bur this 1s maire ſolemne, 
ſcingthar Tesvs CHRIST isputin 
pollciſion of his inhcritance by the 
{entence and decreit of the [ynagoge 
Yronunced by Caiphas ar that time 
high prieſt, Chriſt being declaired 
ro be hce, wha was to redeame the 
warld with his dearh,by the whilk the 
{acrihce of Aaron was to tak cnd, 
the ſynagoge hauing reſigned oueral 
right Wwe heir | & thar by a 
general conlent, tothe Iewes great- 
ter and incxculable condemnation, 
As to the rclt of the argument It 
followeth nor. Thc parriculaire may 
erre, ergo the general may crc: For 
the partes (w hilk ar aS1t war Patticu- 
laires) of the elements do perish cuc- 
ric day,the clemets notwithſtanding 
docth remaine, yea and recouuer at 
one [yd,what they loſlc at the other: 
forit is 1npolhble that the hail ele- 
mcentcs 
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ments can perish all at one tyme, I 
meine naturallic. 

nfl Sowclcemen dic cueric day and 
ic Þ thatin greatnomber at lome times, 
rel yer becaulc there commeth others in 
ic Þ their place, man can not perish alto- 
d gether, becauſe God hes bliſſed him, 
| andall leuing things by theis words 
ic | Creſcite 7 multiplicamini. Aritt. wald 
l, 8 hauc anſwered homo non moritur, ſed 
al Þ hichomo. And whilk is maire, as man 
a | inparticulaire remaining man, that 
t- | is, retening the nature & propricties 
n. | of man, can not die ( for if he die he 
ty cellethro be man) ſo the particulaire 
yy F kirk remaining kirk, that is remai- 
or} ning in thedoctrine, vnion, & co- 
- | mumion of the Catholik kirk, can 
e- | naterre:for if she fal incrrour of do- 
8 | arine generally reccaucd and appro- 
at | ucd, outdrawing hir felt frome the 


r: | holicCatholik kirk, shee is no maire 


Firk,burt as adcad body poſleſled by 
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ſchiſme and hereſic. Bur if shee re- 
maine in obedience and vnion with 
the Catholique kirk , albcer shee be 
allaulted with anic {ciknes, or trou- 
bled withany wound of crrour , yet 
by the lyf, {trenth , and healthof the 
hail body of che Catholik kirk, shce 
may recouuer hirhealth. Euen as we 
ſce the hnger being cut of the body, 

the interne Sand inward formc being 
loſt, itloſleth the nature of a | finger, 

alrhoghtthe material part remaineth 
as before: But remaining ioyned and 
vnite with the body,notwirhltading 
any infirovie or wound, it may be 
cured & hai led, by reaſon of the lyt 
Ft acalth of the reſt of the body w ith 
the whilk it isconioyned. A greenc 
trce by violice of ſtormic wind,froſt 
or {calon of year may rynethelechs, 
or branches ſome ryme, whilk the 
pr; pycrſpaceot tym wall bring a- 
eaine: bur if the {tok be rotten or 
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drawcn out of the ground, ther isno 
hoppe of leehs, meakel les of bran- 
chcs. he moſt plant an other tree, 
wha wald (celechs or branches there 
againe: whilk experience can not be 
a ht inthe kirk : For IEsvs CuRIST 
wil plant no other; and I knaw nor 
v ha culd tak the charge in his place. 
for 1t hchoucd him to do better then 
our Lord hes done betore him , wher 
by the promiſes maid to the perpe- 
tual kirk might ons be accoplished, 
(cing that Chriſts kirk hes failled by 
incerruption, as they ſay : whilk can 
not be, notwirhſtanding the faill of 
lome partes, prouyding the partics 
noble keip cheir integritic: but they 
being loit, there is no moyen to fctr 
vp againe thar kirk ; they may per- 
chance ſcrt wpan other, it they hauc 
receaued that power. And this far for 
the hrſt objection. 
As to the ſecond we receauc the 
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68 THE OFFER 
propoſition as good and true, if the 
vndeittand i gener al concel laufully 
called, halden, concluded, and con- 
firmed : for doubrics lic a concel re- 
prelenteth the Catholik and vniuer- 
{al kirk,whiik we bulect can noterre; 
but that fic concels hes erred or culd 
erre, we deny plainhie. Yerto Prouc 
their laying they alledge that the c0- 
celsarcoranreoneto mother,with 


> Cannot be buterrour of onc,or baith 


the parties. And farther, concels hes 
corrected concels, as layeth S. Aug. 
bur corre&t16(fay they! prelupponah 
crrour:for the proofc of rhe ti {t they 
bring excmples ather of P«Iticulaire 
and provincial fynods agains gene- 
ralconcels; or conuenticuls ofhere- 
tiks agains a general, or cls concels 
{ul (URS: and dilvwoved agains a lau- 
ful and general : W hetrftor that pro- 
ueth no thing againes WS, NO Maire, 
then maketh; againilt the authoritic 
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of 2 lauful parhiament ( /iparua lice 
componere magn#) the coucntions hal. 
den in d1uers [chyres being one aga- 
nilt an other, or anic of them agains 
an 1ult and lauful parliament; or yer 
a (cditioule aflemblic of rebellioulſe 
perſonnes ryling gains their laufull 

rince; or againsa parliament of the 
haill c{taires called, halden, conclu- 
ded, and conhirmed by the free au- 
thoritic of 21ult and lauful prince in 
his matoritie. There can not be anic 
cotradiction 1na Kings Or comoune 
Weatlh edicts, or aCtes, for corre- 
cting, or agreing rogether the opi- 
niosof particulaire towns or (chyrs, 
or for condemning of rebelles, and 
their famoule hi1belles: or by impro- 
uing of aCtes neucr approued by his 
forfathers; yea nor for changing of 
any thing of policic ina better form 
being admonilt by good experience, 


althoghrit haid bcin otherwayes or- 
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70 3 OFFER 
donat by aparliamenr before; pro- 
vyding the mattres of chem {elf war 
indiflerent. W here it 15 to be notred 
fr{t,chat we ſpeck here of general c0- 
cels, and laces, whilk as 
they may erre, o aughr they ro be 
corrected by Pg oc als! 25 meineth 
S. Auguſtin aganilt che Donariſlts) 
;fchavs! be anic thing wrang.Sccond- 
lic ir is to be otted. that this difpur 
{uld berakin of rninges appertining 
and cocerning tic lubſtance of rhe 
faith, ,vher there can be no changing 
or varietie,, meakct les contrarictic: 
for it that 1s ons veritie remaineth 
ay veritic, becaulc the veritic 15 but 
one, whilk may be maid maire clear 
and plaine, not changed in rhe con- 
traire.Bur things appertining to ma- 
ners, ciuildi{cipline, COmmoune po- 
Iicic, and ceremonies, becauſe they 
crouch oftctimes bur lingulairc mens 


acFons, Or Ccrtaine contrayes & pCer- 
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Gnnes,orclsar maid by reaſon ofthe 
tym; not onlic may they be ch anged, 
the circumſtances being takinaway, 
but ſome rym of neccilitic man by 
changed, except men wv 11tullic wald 
va all: of whilk t thingsS. Aug. may 
be vnderitid:for itis certainche culd 
not vnderitand of mattres of faith, 
ſcing 11 his dayes there was but twa 
genc al concels halden except ye wil 
compr the cocel halden by rhe Apo- 
{tics at Icruſalem for one 'che firſt of 
VN ice, and the firlt of Conſt; atinople, 
whilk with onecofcnt ar cſtimed ro 
be without crrour, & {o culd nor re- 
ccauc correction the an,frome the o- 
ther. Thridhic it 1s robe notred that 
we vnderſtand che only conclutions, 
vhilk ar takin in the general cocels, 
& notal things whilk ar done or ſaid 
during the ryme the concels haldeth, 
as in diſputes and conference; v -hilk 


things procegeth of men , and may 
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therfore be conioyned with errour: 


and ſo can ſerue for na argument, 


agains our ſentence. Althoght the 
matter requireth an maire ample dit- 
courſe(if our intention haid bein to 
expone this ſubiect ar lench) yet this 
may lerue for the prelcar. 

Bur or I paſle farther I wald pray 
yow not to miltak me in my former 
di\coutle (for | fee many miltakenin 
the ſame matter) as if I wald thrult 
dounc, and tread vndet foor, or di- 
minish the authoritie of the holie 
ſcriptures, by hauing recourleto the 
kirk in (eiking the true lence of the : 
we acknawlege them baith in equall 
dignitic,veritic & certaintic, becaulc 
they ar baithof the holic {pirir, ha- 
uing their vertue and force of him, 
asthe Ambaſladour and amballede 
or comilhon of the King or prince 
whaſendeth them.The an derogateth 
no thing to the other: for if there be: 
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anic thing obſcurein che Tomiſſion, 

v hy may we not ask the Aubatts. 
gdouts 11 dgmert without tance pretu- 


« d1CC of lis commiſſion ? orrather as 


appertining to him. why shal we not 
ask his wdgment. ? tor the lettres 
ofrentimesar verice {chorte cotining 
ſommerhc the matter, whois mairc 
ample declaration 1s refered ro the 
Ambaſladour , wha for that caule is 
{cntwith leteres of credit, he other- 
wayesnot being neceſlaire, becauſe 
the lettres 1 do all , CxCept they 
might not authoriz i lelts. 

Thi kirk is Gods amballadour (cnt 
to declaire his wall, hauing the {crip- 
tures for lettres of commithion and 
credet, & thatin maiſt ample forme; 
as we haue (ſchawen before: why shal 
nothir voice be hard before al others 
indeclairing thetrue meaning of hir 
commiſſion] > Shal I ask at anic other 
why shce was (ent? The kirk & rhe 
E v 
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ſcriptures ar twa lauful ſiſters of one 
father,none of the {uld be caſlin our, 
dla fic poſcit opc res & coinrat amice. 
Therefor Sanct | Augultin fayeth, 
thatwe keip the veritic of the (crip. 
tures, when we do that whilk is ap- 
proucd by the hail kirk , whome we 
{cc {ſo weal recomended ro ws by the 
aurhorine of the ſame {criptures, as 
that whilk can not dceceaue ws, be- 
caulc itis the holiec writ. So without 
ante preference we proue the {crip- 
tures by the kirk, and by hirallo the 
tric ſence of them, as the comiſſion 
and the intelligence therot, is autho- 
ized by the Snedour. 

[Esvs CHRIST proucd him ſelf 

tobe the truc Meſhas promiſled to 
"& lewes, and thar by : 8 propheres 
and law: becauſlc all things war com- 
plectin him, that warforeſpokin by 
t:cm to 5 the true Mcſiias. The 
tame was donne by the Apoſtles and 
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is donne now cuerie day agains the 
ewes: yet it is not to be concluded 
that the propheres and law ar prefer- 
ied co our Lord. It is inough that the 
vitncs be of {ufhcicnt credes and au- 
thoritic with the parties. If any man 
cctule this dignitie ro the kirk, I wil 
pray him pardon mciit I ſay he doeth 
that winilk Satan deſyreth maiſt : for 
he laboreth to tak away the three 
tingis whilk onlie docth aflure ws 
of our Maiſter & Lord Iesvs Cnurisr, 
to wir, the kirk, f{criprures and mi- 
racles: whilk may be caſclic ſcin& : 
tor the kirk being eſtimed 1liar, & 
worthic of na credct , what can be 
thoghr of the ſcriptures & miracles, 
N ilk we knaw by the kirk only: bur 
if the kirk be (as shee (uld) of ſuſh- 
cient authoritic with al truc chiſtias, 
thois thinges can not be called in 
doubr. And why ſuld nor hir depo- 
lition be hard , or rather hir iudge- 
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ment receaued, in whatlomeuer ma. 
ter of rel1p1oN \ 2s A thing appcrtt- 
ning 1uſthe to hir , and whtlk $hee 
may better knaw then any other, by 
realon of the (trait alliance berwixt 
hit head and ſpouſe IEsvs Cnirst 
and hir? Shal eucric man knaw the 
wall of the Lord, and ſenſe of his co- 
mandements, & hisdcare {pouſe on- 
lic shalbe ignorant * T hen in vaine 


herth he kiſſed hir with the kiſle of 
his mouth: in vaine heth he putte his 
left hand vnder hir head, and with 
\. 6 Hisrighthadin vaincheth he embra- 


ced hir. in vain heth he broght hirin 
his chalmers, if any man hes Jreatter 
priuiledge then shee; whilk mult be, 
it cucric man ſuld tak that, whilk he 
thinkis good and true, and nor that 
whilk the kirk thinketh & declarcth 

ood & true. and in very deed, neane 
of thes new faCtioulec ſectes can haue 


credet till they haue perſnaded their 
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audir-urs thar the ſpouſe of ourLord 
is an vnworthy lear.O blaſphemouſe 
toung1s, and fooltsh hearars, wha ſo 
rashlic geucrh creder, ro an thing of 
itſclt lo incredible, & ſo pernilioule 
when it 15 reccaued. Chrilt coman- 
deth ws to hear the kirk, Knox and 
Caluin for>eddeth ws, & wil, we fol- 
low only the {criptures,that is, theirs 
or our awin iudgement. Suld ir be 
doubred ro whom we uld here obey? 
I man on force receaue the judge or- 
donat by the prince, and not to con- 
ſtirure my leit, or anic other in that 
places, for that war a cryme of lzl- 
maicltic, and worthie of 2 mailt ſe- 
ucre punition to lerue for exemple 
to other preſumprioule perſonnes. 
Now if we (uld preferre the kirk 
to the {ctiptures ( whilk we do nor, 
althoghr we preferre hir ro priuat, 
mens interpretation forged now of 
ncy, whilk when we contemne and 
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rcicEt, they deceprtully alledge wsrg 
miſpriſethe ſcriptures)wha culd ult 
lic be offended with ws, ſeing; $hce is 
the ſpoulc of our Lord & mailter,:nd 
the Weurc: the corract of mariage 
betwixtthem? wha doubreth bur the 
ſpoule 1s.ro be preferred to the con- 
tract of mariage ? Mairouer the (cri. 
pturesat,maid for the kirk , and not 


_the kuk forthe (criptures: The ſab. 


both uvas maid for man, and not man for 
the ſabboth, (ayeth the Lord. And al- 
ſo the kirk was before the {criptures, 
and shalbe cfrer them. for the kirk 
triomphar shal hauc no ncid of theis 
memories and directions, hauing the 
plenitude of al knawledge & veritic 
inthe conteplation of him, inwhom 
can beno ignorance, in c:ius lumine 
widebimus lumen : ſar abimuy enim cum 
apparuerit eius gloria. and lalt of al,our 
Mailter & Lord died tor the kirk , & 
not forthe ſcriprutes : the pryccluld 


OF I 0, 
mak the matrer maire preciouſe,. 
WV i1:rtor shee man hauc ſome prero- 
ca7.12, teing $hee Jaiketh nothing 
t tte he ſerig@w hes. and heth ma-- 
me 111095 whilk nowayescan be ar- 
mbute to the {criprures? here I may 
lay WIT '% Augultin. » MAC piget em 
(Ecclefttam) commendare Yerbis meis,& 
hereticos non pudes eam oppugnare ver- 
bis (uts. f amin paine to praiſe hir ( to 
viethe kirk) by my Yvords : _— 
tis ar not ashamed to aſſault hir vvith 
their uvords.But it may be asked (eing 
it is{o, rowhatend ſeructh the el 
ptures? > {uffer me to vic a ftamiliare/ 
exemple ro declaire, & exponeadit- 
hcill and obſcure matrer : we ſec by 
dayl1c expericce the blind (notwith- 
ſtanding he haue a guyd, on whom 
he dependeth and in whome he tru- 
lteth)leek fora ſtaff by moyen of f his 
xd; wh he may be mairc ha- 
bill to follow him oucr high mon- 


FRASER 79 


To. de Vie 
© tate Ecclefſ, 
cap. 10, 


po. 
-— I 
__ ——— 


"* * ways og rs w C " 
ASE CS OLE DAAASSLAAEST ET Ro poregonyrecy —- 


VESPA ASSASST 


. . "2 


— 


"7 AG 4 1 HP 5 Gavanny CLIRAYSL* 


— 


þ 


% THE OFFER 
tainesand rockes, rivers and myres, 
ſauc him ſelf frome ſtokes & ſtonnes 
in the way, & precepices or heughes 
beſydes the way , & defend him lelf 
from bytting of dogges wher he $hal 
paſſe. The kirk (wha not ans in the 
{criprures is copared to the moune, 
and to a body) of hr felt blin4, ha- 
ung the [1ght and fight of hir funne 
and head lesvs CHRisT, hes for 
hir guyd the holy ſpirit . by whois 
moyen $hee hes the [taft of the {crip- 
rures, wherby $hee in following hit 
uyd & leader ſurmonteth maire ea- 
ſeliethe high monraincs of ſpiritual 
& {upernatural difhculrics, & rockes 
of naturall ſubcilicies, paſſerh ouer 
the deape rivers of tribulation and 
perſecution, and myres of vycc, la- 
ucth hir {elf frame ltomling ſtockes 
and {tonnes of this prelent lyf, and 
precipices of (chiſme and hercſic,not 
ſtanding to go the {traght way for 
==; 
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the ſclandrous townges of the one 
| or the other. This is donne to hald 
| v5incxcrcice of al vertuouſc humi- 
f licicand good aftions: God docth 
nothing withour good and juſt rea- 
| lon: Sed qu ſerutator eſt maieſtatis op- 
, | primetur a gloria. This ſtaffe whilk our 
- | mother hes reccaucd of hir guyd luld 
- | nathcr be violentlie nor crafcelic ra- 
rh ken trome hir, to abule or beat hir; 
5 | itis good in hir hand,to whois vie ir 

was prepared}; Itis violence and {po- 
| liation,if ic be found any other wher: 
. | It appertineth onlic to hir and hits: 
| | a5gcuen for hirl{eruice. Other men 
; hesno part by 1uitrytle:; 
:# andrcoconclud chisdiſpur of perpe- 
{ | tual veritie1n the kirk(forthatis my 
2 principal motiue to ſ{cak ro the kirk) 
s | itcan nor be thoghe with good rea- 
|| fonthat God hes ſuffered hes kirk & 
t | vcalbeloued ſpouſe, ro whom he hes 


r | Maid ſo many great & norable pro- 
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miles, geuen ſo high titils, and hono. 
red with the mariage &death of his 
onlic lonne, hes luffered ( | {ay ) his 
kuk tro pcridhin hir chyidhead and 
hitt age, tor laik ro have corinued in 
hv Bas Ivtof veritic, whilk hes beine 
loſicd ay lincethe poſtlics days,it we 
w1l beleuc {ſome mea. Shal we not ra- 
ther think that God 1s merciful with- 
Our repeutence, and conttant in his 
Iibcral promitcs; and that fic peſti- 
lent op1n10ns ar 1nuented onhic by 
prelumprioulc braincs, whots vaine 
imaginations culd haue no place if 
the Lack: keippeth hir authoritie/, 
Vinlk thev wald olaidlic oucrthraw 
to eltablesh and Woriz, cheix no- 
weltics, by the whilk, they wald haue 
ws beleue that God 15a leat ; For what 
151t oihertocal & think Goda lcar, 
thento lay rhat nathcr1s1r, nor can 
It be rrue,whiik he hes 1aid and pro- 
nult.S. Auguitin dilputanc aganilt 
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OF IO. FRASER v3 
the Donariſts of the greatnes & am- 
plitude of the kirk, maketh almaiſt 
the lyk concluſion. 9 uaſt aliud ſir pro- 


phetiam crimine falſitatis arguere, quam kecleſze 3 
dicere que prgnunciauit non poſſe copleri: © 


hoc eſt enim dicere,non eſſe prophentam,ſed 
pſeudoprophetiam. «As if ut Vuaran 0- 
ther thing to accuſe the prophecie of fal 
ched then to ſay that, that vuhilk u haid 
foreſþoken culd not be compleit : for that 
vwar als methel as to ſay that it var not 

a prophecie , but a fals prophecte, or lee. 
Becauſe I haue maid mention now 
lindry rymecsof S. Augultin, & ſome 
other ancient writars , and wald be 
oucr prolixt, if I ſuld cirte al che pla- 
ces whilk may be propre here, 1 will 
pray the learned reader tak the pai- 
nesro ſeeand read diligentlic S. Au- 
oultin de vrilitate credendt ad Honora- 
tum, & de Wnitate Eccleſtz contra Pett- 
liani Donatiſte epiſtolam. & Tertulian 
ae preſcriptonibus aduerſus hereticos, 
: F 11 
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ro thir may be adioyned S. Cyprian 
de mtare Eccleſiz , and Vincentius 
Lirinenfis aduerſus prophanas nounates. 

I knaw {indry wald beglaid ro read 
theis butkes wha can not haue them; 
ro whos 1uſt deſyr I wald willinglic 
Carisfic, if 1 haid the moyen,. In the 
mein tyme, if I shal gather out {ome 
proprieries, whilk the ancients hes 
norred 1n the true kirk, & paſtours, 
and alſo fals kirk & fals paſtours, no 
man iuſtlic can be oftcnded. 


1 AnticQi.as. | 1 Nounas. 

2 Vunaras 5 Achitimara. 

3 Comenſax & concordia. | 3 Dillenſio ac diſcordia. 

4 Maintudo de ton 1cniin, 4 Paucitas 1dels {cnmentia 

j Anphtyaoper oibe ret oF Avguſtia 1 anguls, 
rium. | : 

6 2; 210TUM Icurrentia s Matorum, citam tuorum 

| cCOMcen OM 
7 M3: eſtas er1a reps! US 1P- ! 5 obic ritas, VIC1nI1, V IT CQ*- 


I 
115 venerard & « utita. 


$8 Talon lucccilio, 


gmt?,'015 nep lefta. 
$ $:biluccedere & 19 le de- 


{in ere 
9 Pcrpervitas, 9 Pra 01 £0. 
10 Vilhbiliias 10 Invilibilitas., 
11 Vcrias 11 Enor. 


12 Conit.utiain cademn pa- | z2 Inconoſtantia in ſua pas 
rimgque doctima. rumque dorms. 

Iz Fumvmtas cortta omnes |, 13 Ivfirn-1tas,u bicuitate 

on.mU hoſtium igcurſus | COpnita, 


14 In iis quz ad nominis 
Ckriſtiani propagationE 
'$ pertinent, <l1;gentra, * 


« Dotrine vniucrfalitas.” 


| 

1 1s 1itotiz corra hoſtes hg- 
reticos & [chilmarticas. 

15 Authoruas ſecure aun 
dienda quia,fine ertore. 


18 Humanitas & modeſtia 


1y Ordo & diſciplina, 


un cy 4 } CH ww - 


10 Certa fides & minine 
dubia. 

21 Fidei regula Chriſtiagi3 
Ecclehia,quia Det taber- 
naculum in fole pofirum 
& vitis frugitera Dami- 
p! manu plantara. 


p 
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14 In {dem ,vel propagan 
dis incrtia ,, vel euctten- 
<s pernctſnas,, quia dr« 
= non crigit, 

15 'Priuata opinio. 

16 Jofaclices, etiam contra 
fuos pugne, 

17 Nullum ad firmandos a. 
nimos pondus, quia ag- 
poſcinſe error obnorx:a, 

18 Superbia& wdantia plul- 
qam Thraſonica. 

19. AmGia & facilis conuer 
fat. 


"26 Perpetua inquibiio, aut 


verius luQuario, 

x1 Apud hzrcricas fibi quiſ- 
que _ eſt,quiainſen 
ſu ſeo larebras quzinut, 
ve (arm&ta inutilia a vite 
reſea facile apnoſcas. 


I hane put theis twa ranksrhe one 


oppolite ro the other, to knaw whar 


the Miniſters will approue, or um- 
» | prouc in aniec of then: as to ws, we 
hcmly beleue that the qualities men- 
tionat inthe firſt apperrineth to the 
true kirk onlie ; and ar found in the 
Catholik, Apoſtolik Romaine kirk 
. | onlic; whilk we conſtantlic beleue 
. | tobetherrue & onliec kirk , becauſe 


ve find neine burhir, ro whome lic 
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notable promiſes hes beine maid; or 
in whome they haue beine accom- 
plished, but in hir onhe. W herfor if 
the Miniſters wil hauc ws to quyrthe 
place where we ar, as being vnfyrre 
for our {aluation, becauſlc the quali- 
tics whilkwealledge ar not robe fond 
in hir, they man {chaw ws an other 
wherwe 5hal ind them, ſeing they ar 
altogarher necellaire to be found in 
the ſpoulc of IEsvsCHnRiIstT: for 
otherwayes ather will they traucll in 
vaine, orwechenge lyk fooles,chan- 
ging for an worle, and leuing a kirk, 
whulk (as we ar furelic perſuaded) is 
{urc & can not cire, to follow a copa- 
nic that thcy them felts, wha inuiteth 
ws, afſureth ws to be vnſure , afhr- 
ming that it is [ubic rocrrour inlo 
far,rhat God him {elf can nor keip it 
therfra,;atlceſt hes nor keiped it, not 
vithſtadjng of his manyfold promi- 
{cs. Doubtles whaſocuer pertuadeth 


A 
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v5 that the houſe,where he wald have 


wscnter, 1s not lure: conlequentclie 
pecfuaderh ws (by preſenting ws the 
danger whilk may arryue)nor ro en- 
cer therein , except he be a ftooll. or 
think ws fooles. It shal not be need- 
ful hcre thar the Minilters accule, or 
ſpeck cuill of any other man: but ra- 
ther [peek good of them le: ts, prouy- 
ding they prouc it weall, {chawing 
that they haue the kirk Dominam 29+ 
matrem gentium 1nducd with the no- 
table and excellent qualities requi- 
red in the true kirk, and can nor be 
found but amonogethem,and theirs. 
It will not content ws (if we be cairc- 
full, as we (uld be , of our (aluation ) 
to lay that our kirk is cuil, they man 
proue that their awin is good. I lay 
this becaule in place to prouc then 
{elfs ro haue the kirk.rhey raill aganis 
the vyce of the Catholiks, as it our 


{inncs maid them a good righr , Or 
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they them felfs war withour ſinne,, 


Many hes lett rhe Catholtk kirk, & 


yet hes not followed them, bur hes 
rakenan other partie. Many alſo hes 
Acd frome vicioule Catholiks, & hes 
entered amoges maite viciouſe Pro- 
reſtants: for l hear of nein,as yet, wha 
ar become better men, for the leuins 
of ws, or being outof our kirk. I call 
their colctence & our whol contray 
tro be witnes. I am (ure that Luther & 


Caluin hrit 1inuenters or renewers of 


thisre1gion,acknawledgeth thatthe 
warid 1s Whom worlc bace the com- 
ming of their new Euangcil. I doubt 
not bur they knaw what is Caluins 
opinion here ancnt ſcing the eſti- 
mation they haue of him. Luther 
ſpecketh plainlic. Mumdus indies ex 
hac doCtrina fit petor: homines "yno antea, 
nunc ſeprem diaboly obſidentur , diabolus 
nunc plena cohorte homines cds: Vt 
/%b clara Enangely luce mults ſint quam 
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antea [ub Papatu auariores , aſtutiores , 
Fraudulentiores, crudeltores,lurdinoſiores, 
procactores ac peiores. The wvordle be - 
commeth dayl1# more Wicked by this do- 
trine : before men vuar beſieged by one 
dewill, now they ar beſeiged by ſeuen.The 
dewill nou doeth aſſaile men NY Vith an 
hail band of demils, ſo that vnaer the clear 
loht of the Euangell men ar become mea- 
bel maire couuetous , maire craftie, maire 
deceptfull, maire cruell, mare lecherows, 
maire shamleſſe and maire vvicked, then 
before under che Papiſtrie. An other of 
theis good brethrine ſaycth almailt 
the lame, /'t rorus mundus agnoſcat cos 
non eſſe Papiſtas, nec bonis operibus quic- 
quam fidere, ullorum operum nullam exer- 
cent penitus; ren loco comeſſationibus 
C7 perpotatiombus notte ditque Vacant ; 
uhi pauperibus benign? facere oportebat, 
eos deglutiunt CF excoriant : precariones 
Vertunt in inramenta,blaſphemias &r di- 
Kin NO minis execrationes, idque ram per- 
F v 
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dite, vt C hriſtus ne ab pſt quide Turcy 
hodie tantopere blaſphemetur. Demi pro 
bumilitate regnat paſſim ſuperbia, faſt, 
elano; atque hoc umuerſum vue genus, 
ab ills Enangelicum dictur inſlttutym, 
That all the vwvarld may knawu them not 
zo be Papiſts , nor truſt in good Y Yorks, 
they exerciſe none at al of theis vuorks; in 
place of faſting they imploy therr tym night 
Cr day in extraordinaire eating and drin- 
king. VYhere they ſuld haue behaucd the 
ſelfes liberallic and bountefullic towards 
the poore, they dewoorethem ,& as it VUar 
pluckes of the skinne of them:they change 
their prayers in oothes , blaſphemies, and 
execrations of Gods name , and that ſo 
deſperatlie, that Chriſt s not thu day IC 
greatlie blaſphemed amonges the T oorkes 
them ſelfs. finallie in place of humilitie 
daeth regne throgh all, pryd,diſdaine, pre- 
ſamption. and they cal al this ſort and ma- 
ner of lyf a trade euangelik. If thes men 
ſayerh true , the matter is cuill men- 
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ded, and we haue lycill accafion to 
chage.l may rruely (ay that they haue 
maid our men worle,& hes not men- 
ded their awin. That we may lay with 


Tertulian that ſtannthus rutnamn.non 14 deproferip- 


centtbus eleuationem operantar, lf true 
paſtours shuld be knawen by their 


*1Q abas ad 
uctius hxr. 


warks, I lcue vow to 1udoe what shal - 


be thoghrt of therts new eccleftaſtical 
order & new kirk where ſo few good 
fructes ar to be found by their awin 
confeſſion. Ir is an cuil breuing that 
15 not goodin the newing: I think 
the Miniſters of Scotlad wald (ay als 
meikel of theirflock,if they wald lay 
rothcir colcience the hand, thar they 
haue laid ro ſo meikell kirk geare {0 
wrangoullic. Ar this ryme Iwill ſay 
no mair, but (abyding rheiranſwer) 
pray God grant to ws al, for his inft- 
nite mercies cauſe, his tructh & grace 
that we may knaw his veritic & fol- 
lowhis command. And this meikell 
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THE OFFER 
couching the farſt head, and reaſons 
whilk moueth me to ſeek & cleame 
to the kirk and offer to acknawledge 
the Miniſters,if they hauc hir.now to 
the nixt article. 


F 
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T HE houſe of God, tharis, the 
kirk being found, I mult adreſſe 
myſcltcothem, wha hes the power 
& charge to lette me in ; wha kes the 
keyes; wha may notonhie {chaw me 
the infinite trealures of Gods good- 
nes towardes ws with his manyfold 
mercics and grace, bur allo will, and 
may by vertue of their charge mak 
me partaKker thereof being 1mpred 
in the tree of lyt by participation of 
the hole ſacraments and knawledge 
ot the rrue faith, & reccauing of the 
lame, that is, I mult go to the true & 
lauful paſtours and prelats , whome 
| man knaw, not by the execution 
of that charge (albcer that be allo re- 
quired) but by the power they haue 
receaued to execute lic a charge. For 
itis notacertaine and ſolide proofe, 


that anic manisalauful magiſtrar, if 
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it may be ſchawe thar he heth geuen 
out {indry ſentences and decreates; 
or that hc heth cauled execure ſindty 
men to dcath ( for thos thinges ar 
donne oftenty mes by wrangoule& 
tyramicall v{urpairs ) bur che power 
he hes ro pronunce and execute de- 
creats , 15 requiied : o*herwayes the 
fact luld mak the m agiltrat. and not 
the authorine, whilk is contraire to 
al good realon;to I ask nor now,wha 
raketh vpon them the othces & tun. 
ctionsof paltours , but wha hes that 
power, that is, wha hes the Jauful po- 
wer & miſhon, whilk 1s {o neceſlaire 
in the paſtours of the kirk, thar al- 
thoght anie man \uld have the do- 
arine als purcas the A poſtles them 
ſelfs, with lyk knawledge; yct ſuld he 
not bereccaucd as a paltour , except 
he haue the vocation of them, wha 
heth the power to gif it hi m, nemo po- 


teſt in aliix conferre quod ipſe non habet. 
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am aſſured rhat the Miniſters wil nor 


{(uffer within their turildiftion anie 
man to {tart wp at his awin hand of 
his particulaire and priuar authority 
making aſlemblesaparr, althoghr he 
{uld preach the ſame doctrine, and 
adminiſtrat the ſacramentes in the 
lam tashion grounded on the cofel(- 
ſion of faith, now receaued by the, 
hail Miniſteric of Scotland ; whilk 
confeſſion they force, or wald force 
al men to ſubſcribe. The puritic of 
thedoCtrine wald not [tope them to 
codemne him asa {cditious ſchilma- 
uk fcing he haid noauthoririe,or(al- 
beet he haid the authoritic) if he lai- 
keth the vniry required in the kitk : 
for doubtles alchoghr he haid the vo- 
cation als lauful.as they can git him, 
yet becauſe of his {chilme, he ſuld be 


eltcemed to hauc iultlic loſled ir, al- 


bect in other things he keeperth the 


{am doctrine in al reſpeckes; forthe 
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nature of the ſchiſme is ſ{ic,that asthe 
diviſion of anic member trome the 
body, bringeth certaine death & pri. 
uation of lyt (whilk can not be haid 
butin, and with the haill ) ſodocth 
ſchiſme in the kirk.to him whaisde- 
vyded fromethe kirk. The Donariſts 
may feruec for exemple,whain the be- 
gining war bur {chilmariks, yer at 
laſt by there diuiſion did fall in cor- 
ruption of doctrine and become he- 
retikes; ewen as the member whilk 
is cut of, being deptiucd of the lyf 
(whilk ir haid in the whol body) of 
neceſlitic at laſt man rote .Siclyk Lu- 
Aciter bishope, before catholik,by his 
{chiſme did loſle him (elf, althoghe 
he did approue the concel of Nice in 
all poinctes; how detcſtable is the 
cryme of {chilme betore God , may 
calclic be iudged by Core Dathan & 
Abiron , whois punition was maire 
fearful and terrible , nor theis, wha 
maid 
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maid &adored the golden calf, nor- 
withſtanding of their idolatric. 

Bur to retourne to our propos, it ts 
d | alrogether requiſed,rhat the true do- 
h | Qrine & lawful power be ioyned ro- 
e | getherin thes,wha wald comand and 
ts | rulc in the houſe of God: the law ma- 
& | keth ws al ſubict & cqual: the po- 
at | werand authoritie(whilk ſuld be ge- 
r= | ven by him, wha hes it) maketh the 
e- | diſtinction &diffcrence berwixt ws, 
k | and geueth charge to an abouc the 
'f otheris: for what domination or c6o- 
of | mandement haid S. Peter S. Paul & 
u- | the reſt of the Apoltles aboye the 
is | kirk of God, rill they reccaued that 
he | charge &authoritie of Itsvs CyrtsT 
n | him ſelf, ro whome appertined the 
& |} ſouuctainedomination?foral being 
ay | his, no man culd command excepr 
& | he haidreceaued power & commil- 
re | ſfionofhim: Noryct anic man obey 
ha | to another, onles he war aſſured of 
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the commillion. We ſce that Princes 
punisherh ſeuerelic, bur iuſtlic and 
neceſlair)ie, tic as tak on them to c6- 
mand withour charge: forof the1s V= 
{urpations (if chey be luf' cred) com- 
meth oppen rebellion agaimilt the 
PIINCe- , OP icilion of the {ubicfts, 
& wrak of the hail comounec wealth, 
Al 1s nor donne at the hrit inlitanr, 
piece & piece men proceideth baith 
in vertuc and vycc,nemo repente fit thr- 
prſſmus. there be certaine degices ro 
that high wark of plainerebelion & 
outcaltmg of the laufuland louue- 
raine magiſtrat: he wha maketh the 
firſt ſlope, gauerh the firſt blaw to 
his prince. W hercfor if the beginnar 
ſuld hill wp with hisawcn dead body 
the braich that hc haid n;a1d,he ſuld 
find fewfollowers:the prince {paring 
the firt} 1nuincrth others, and at laſt 
is conſtrained ro punsÞh man v, wha 
wald not, at the beginuing pun 
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one: Crudelis eſt humanitas,que dum "Y- 
ni parcit , multos perdit. 

[a this general, I doubt not burthe 
winiſters and L wil agree veric caſlcly: 


for I {ee Beza one of their brethring 


auoucth that none {uld comand , or «6 


haue charge in the houſe of God cx- 
cept {ic asarſent by God, whilk fen- 
ding he wil haue rueled according to 
the order whilk God him elf hes c- 
{tablcshed in his kirk , and thinketh 
itnowaycslaufulro anic man to vio- 
lat this order: yet that our Lord and 
Maiſter is not bound thereto , bur 
may diſpone on the houlc of his fa- 
ther as he thinketh beſt, notwithſta- 
dingof this order; if in caſc contu- 
lion be centred in the place of order, 
that is,if the ordinaire vocation clta- 
bliched by him elf in the perlonnes 
of the Apoſtles & their (ucceſlours, 
Shal faill & inlaik (whilk, as we haue 
prouen before, can not be) for laick 
G ij 
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190 THE OFFER 
of true paſtours;he may ſendextraor. 
dinairly and immediatly paſtours to 
guyd rule and gowerne his houſeand 
tecd his flock. I wil weal it be fo 
(for na ma luld or candeny that ſouc- 
ranc power to IEsVs CHRIST, althoht 
it be drovhe in here ypon an ablurd 
ſuppoſition, if rrue paltours inlaik) 
prouyding there be no interruption 
in the gowernement of the kirk,thar 
Is, prouyding the kirk neuer want 
lads paitours neceſlaire for the edi- 

fhcation of Chriſts myſtical body, 
whilk is bur one, & can not ſuffer lo 
cuident couulſion: for by diviſion it 
man be twa bodyes.whilk mult beif 
the extraordinaire ſucced not incoti- 
nent to the ordinaire, when he hall 
inlaik. For we have ſchawen before 
that Chriſts kingdome man be per- 
peruval:icmuſt alſo begranted of ne- 
ceſliry that the rrue kirk can no mait 
waithe lauful paliours, then she may 
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want the tructh it (clf. ror the true 


doctrine ma be in thetruc doctours 
& paltours orelsit can not be haid in 
this warld. S. Paul ioyncth thes twa 
ſuccelhons together,as things whilk 
can not be leparat the one fromethe 
other,to wit,the word of whilk com- 
meth faith, & rhe paſtour whaisſent 
with charg ro preach the word howy 3em-39 14 
shal they belene in him of vuho they hane | 
not hard? & how shal they hear vuuhout 
a preacher? but how shal they preach on- 
les they be ſent? we may (ce the band 
and connection whilk S. Paull ma- 
keth here, the faith be hearing of the 
word proceding frome the preacher 
orpaltour,wha hes gotten lautul po- 
wer being ſentfor ; eftect by him 
wha might fend him. The fr(t,to wit 
faith, pertinerh to the ſucceiſion of 
doctrine whilkwe ar oblilt ro belcuc. 
The reſt appertineth ro the ſlucceſho 
of perſonnes ; the faith commeth by 
G 1y 
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hearing, whilk can nor be withour 
ſpecking(T mean ordinairly)& ſpee- 
king requireth a preacher , wha can 
not be lauful without miſſion. wher- 
for as the kirk militant is perpetuall 
(for God ncuer wantcth his kirk) fo 
hes shee perpetuallic truc and Jautul 
paſtours ro gowerne hir ; becauſe 
without them, there can be no kirk, 
ſcing rhat faith is requiſed,whilk co- 
meth by hearing, as {aid is. 

Lat ws then ſpeck of this vocation, 
ſcing itis{o neceſlaire that without 
it the charge can nor bc weal donne, 
Idemand therefor wha ſent the Mi- 
niſtersro preach in the kirk of God? 
wha hes geuen them that power vpo 
the Chriſtian people, to nurish the 
good and obcdient by preaching, to 
punish& cut of the wicked &diſobe- 
dicnt by excomunicationI haue ſaid 
alreddy ( & it istrue) thatthe law ma- 
keth wsal cqual:the comiſhon or po- 
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wer makerh the difference, in gauing 

authority to ſome to comand, others 

remaining within the compas of 0- 

bedience to beleue and do as they ar 

tzached and commanded. EF- 
This power and vocation, accor- clcſz & e- 

ding to Bczais diſtinction, is ather eg 

ordinaire or extraordinaire. The or- 

dinaire lautal (fayerh he) confiſterh 

inccrtainrules ordjnat bycod,whilk 

arthree: to wit Examination & tryal 

of doctrine & maners: Ele&tio maid 

by the kirk: and [mpolitio of hands 

or ordinatio. Lat ws apply thes three 

rules to the vocatio of Knox,Caluin 

or Luther:for if it be not found lau- 

fal & iuſt in the firſt authour, in the 

reſt it can not be better ; Quod ab ini- 

tio non Valuit , traftu tempory conualeſ- 

cere non poteſt. The langat that vſurpa- 

tion leſterh , the worſe. Now to lay 

that anic of them haid their calling 

of the Catholik & Romainckirk (as 

| G 111 
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ſomedois ſay,when they ar preſſed to 
ſchaw their halding) itisno thing to 
the propos; for the Miniſters, tolat 
the warld vnderſtand that they will 
not ferue them ſelfs therewith, will 
haue al men refule & abiure al righe 
they may haue by the Paip and kirk 
of Rome: as may be ſeine in their 
confeſhon of faith. And Caluin with 
the re{t of the Miniſters of Geneua 
wald not ſuffer the Bichopes of Troy 
and Neuers! wha lechng the Catho- 
lik kirk flaid ro them) 1n any waycs 
to preach til they haid abiured al po- 
wer reccaucd before, & taken of new 
their commillion and authoritie of 
the Miniſters, becauſc in their opi- 
nionthe former was not lauful. and 
in veritie the vocation comming of 
the kirk of Rome can ſ{crue them to 
no propos. For ather it was good or 
not: if it was good, doubtlcs they 
hauc loft it by their (chiſme and re- 
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bellion,ſeing they haue lefrthe kirk, 
of whome they haid rheir vocation. 
The lyf can not be communicatred 
nor extended ro members ſeparated 
from the whol body. No man gauerh 
power ro be abandonatrted , nor ro 
arme men & reclle agains himſelf, 
nor to be cafle our of hs awin place: 
Princes gaueth power to inferiour 
magi(trars,bur retineth ay ful power 
ro them (elfs, ro diſcharge or punish 
all ccbellious perſonnes wharſocuer 
degree or Wominence they haue 
within the realme. the higher place 
the greater fal, & greuouler painesto 
follow therevpon. Potentes potenter 
tormeta patientur. If it was not good 
itwas null of it ſelf, of no valour in 
the gauer, & ſo nul in the receauer. on 
force they man think ſo, if they wil 
abydatthe firſt principeof theirreli- 
gion,to wit,that the Paip is the great 
Antichriſt : whilk ground if ic war 
G v 


SS SECCCEDHAnKS LIAR ETRcSs TLILLLEETIETE ET 


S=%®4 < Sana” x 


LIILL, 


ao »CTXEXFLFARESTIS) LEALTLLI 


106 THEOPFPR 
true {as it is mailt falſe ) it bchoved 


their vocation to be null: for what 
cometh of the Antichriſt (wha shalbe 
as it war Satans cldeſt ſonne) muſt 
come of Satan: as whatlocuer com- 
methof lEsvs CyRisTcommeth 
of God, becaulc he is Gods eldelt & 
onlic naturall ſonne. W herfore ha- 
uingno ordinairecalling of the Ca- 
tholik Romaine kirk , it followeth 
that they hauec neane art al. for if they 
haid anic of the Catholik kirk /as in 
deed ſom of them haid being prieſts) 
they loſt ir by their ſchilme, and can 
haucneanc from any other, but from 
them lclfs. And fo I may ſay of him 
whaſocuershalbe firſt amongs them, 
that whilk Optarus Milcuiranus ſa- 
ycth of Victor firlt bichope of the 
Donatiſtes : Erat ib1 filzus ſine patre, ty- 
ro /ine principe diſcipulus ſine magiſtro, ſe- 
quens ſine antecedente, inquilinus ſine do- 


mo, hoſþes ſine hoſþitio, paſtor ſine grege, 


lat 
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Epiſcopus ſine populo. Ther yuas th 
z ſonne V Vithout a father, a new ſoul- 
dier v Vithout a comander or ruler, a di- 
ſeple Vithout a maiſter, a follower wvi- 
hut any to go before, a tenant without 
an houſe . an boſte Yvithout a lodging 4 
paſtour vUrnouta flocke, a Bishope V'Vi- 
tour 4 People. For the three coditions 
1:quired by Beza1ina lauful paſtour 
& 011.141r calling can nor be found 
inany ot them ,1t tacy be colidered 
out of the Cathol!ik Romaine kirk. 

Lat wstak anic oft them, whatſocuer 
Ic be, and we s$hal (ce it ro be ſo: ror 
asto the examination & tryal of do- 
arine, wha culd exame him, leing 
hc haid no man abouc him, nor of 
higher power.And farther that proue 
culd not be maid vpon the firſt, feing 
he was the finderour of the doctrine, 
he preached:wherfor it was vaknawe 
to others, ſo they culd not cxame 


him there ypon. furc I am that they 
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ere 
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wil not aſcribe this examination tg 
the __ ſcing the people luld be 
tcached and examinated, not teach 
and examine: bur of this {chortlie ar 
maire lenth. As to the maners, I find 
not that anie of them war angels,na- 
therany of thes wha hes followed ef. 
ter them,T ſay no farther, lexcuſenot 
the faults & vyce of the cleargic; [u- 
das mightryn the Wotobe is culd 
not defyl it, meckel leſle tak it away 
or mak it inutile in others. 

The ſecond is the libre & free cle- 
Ction of the perſone examinar,maid 
withcolent & knawledge of the kirk 
where he ſuld exercice that charge & 
funQion. This can not be found in 
the hrſt and ring leaders of this new 
kirk:for what kirk culd choiſe them, 
ſeing they war before their kirk: fot 
they wha leucd in thos daycs knew 
no {ic doctrine, nor doCtours ; and 
{wa nather culd exame the doctrine 
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nor elect the perſonnes, whois opi- 
nons war fo new at thattyme, that 
they war not yet hard of. 

Burt ye will fay that their dotrine 
was mailt ancient of it {elf}, alchoohre 
not knawelo publikly. Ianſwer that 
itcan not be ancient nor auld whilk 
corinueth nor fromethe begining; 
for that whilk dicth als ſon as it is 
borne, mereth not the name of auld 
aage,quod naſcens moritur, ſenetutis no- 
men non meretur. ye may weal lay it is 
lang lince 1t hes beine (if perchance 
ithes betne manie yearcs before our 
aage) but itis nor lang ſince it is. for 
being doerh include corinuation of 
athing,whulk they acknawledge not 
to be1n their doctrine, at leelt pub- 
liklie and knawen to the warld. bur 
thacwhulk iscohirmed with one f1m- 
pleword, may ſufficicntlic be refur- 
ted with an other. it was, it was nor. 


The thrid qualicic to wit Impoli- 
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Inf. lib. 4. tion of hands(whilk Caluin acknay. 
_— ledgerh tor aſacrament) shalbe lefſe 
—_ 25. found in them : for who culd conle- 
crat or ordaine then paſtours by im- 
polition of hands, & geue them po- 
werto command and rule the kirk of 
God, ſcing they war the firſt them 
Catuin in {clhs> There culd be neene before 
6 reti® chem,the ordinair ſucceſſion(as they 
-— yrs of alledge)being alrogather perished & 
logic. 55 Joſt. Mairoucr it 15 to be conſiderat 
that in our contray the impoſition 
of hands hes beine admitted within 
thes ſex yeares onlic, to wit, the year 
of God 1598. and that not withour 
orcat difhculric andcontention, and 
contraire to the opinion of ſindry 
of the miniſterie: where I wald glaid- 
lie knaw of whom they reccaued im- 
poſition of hands, whathar yeare be- 
gane ro imponc the hands to others. 
asrothe foolish concept of thes that 


thinketh the commounc people ro 
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haucthat power, they ar maire wor- 
thy of punition exemplaire as trom- 

cres of (edition ſubiccting al ſort 
of magiltrarsto a populair temerity 
and rage , then worthic of crederor 
an{wer as honelt & realonable men. 
out of thes faCtious boutiques agans 
the authoritie of lauful Princes and 
their heritable right ar come Franco- 
Gallia,Vindicie contra tyrannos, the pe- 
{tilent paphelet de ture regni apud Sco- 
tos, the hirit blalt of the rromperte, & 
other {1c lyk vnhappic libelles verie 
cutthrottes of al Princes, that haith 
good and lauful right ro any realme: 
becauſe {ic juriſdictions ar, as it war, 
aſtrang and mightic brydlc to con- 
teene within the compas of reaſon al 
ſedirious and ambitious ſpirits, of 
whilks our aage (to our great regrat} 
hes bein ouer plentiful & abondanr, 
lomtym vnder one colour ſomerym 


vader an other. Lykwaycs, wc hauc 
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haid agains the Eccleſiaſtical order 
within thes 100. yeares, good ſtore of 
thes beaſte writers, & an,0g1lt other 


aſſeione, WEhaue found {ome ]yril touch in af. 


ſertionibus theologicy , aut Verins. Neg 
tionibus cacologicy cuiuſdam Bruanno. 
Scon , qui incondite plebi ordinationem 
Eccleſtaſticam ( licer in eo parum ſibi con- 
ſter) commarrie. The Miniſters (1f | be 
not deccaued) wil not authoriz thes 
toycs, yeano mair then Beza doth 
approuc Ramus dreames in re[1gion, 
Wherefor I will not enter farther 
therein, but wil tctourn ro thes wha 
{ſo vnreuerantlie doeth traic theit 
princes, as he does piclats. Thes men 
the muſt ſuffer me to ſay that the ſub- 
ict wha wil hauc no ſuperiour ſauig 
lic ashe finds good &to his guſt,or fic 
as he may change when heliſt, ſuld 
fearc ro find the gibber ro his ſupe- 
riour or hell to his habiracle, non 0- 
ther place uulthic cclting for him = 
wi 
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will not content him ſelf with his a- 
wen place, that is, whilk he is borne 
ro, or whilk his Prince of his proper 
motiue ayanceth him to. shal the co- 
tentement or miſcontentemcr of the 
vnconltant multitude, or of anie fa- 
(ious and leditious head bea rule in 
lo great and weghtie a marrer? shall 
{ic toolish braines be the ſquare of al 
ooodand lauful governement? Thir 
maximes let doune to allure the peo- 
plc, ar to deſtroy baith the people & 
Princes, and commeth of then, who 
beyond their merite looketh for ava- 
cement to honours, to the whilks o- 
therwayes they culd not attcine; fo 
whill they aſpire thereto, they con- 
{pyre agains their Prince and Mai- 
{ter. Certainelic as the inferiour ma- 
viltrat is anſ{werable ro his Prince 


notto his inferiour, fo the Prince- 


is anſwerable to God, and not. to 


his ſubic&t. Otherwayes how of - 
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me THE OFFER 
ren {ocuer thir tropertes of ſcdition 
{uld blaw:we luld be als often in pain 
of Princcand commoune wealth, & 
in placcotone pretended tyranne,we 
{uld hauc rcn thowland, wha iulſtlic 
might be called ryranncs. Thir fyr- 
bran docth rail & cry out avansthe 
lauful P +6465 Lined n that pl ace ma 
ny 'tributis t the pc opic, inhopeto 
wh their _ rt, as othcrs, wha iniuſt- 
lic arenticd there. for why may they 
not ſay v 1th the nagiiric woman , nec 
mii nec tibt, ſed und, ur, [cINg th cy 
hauc no iult part therin? Bur theiull 

ollcflour can not pprove lo pcr- 
nifious adiuition. It wc laikethexem 
pics of our awin, thcr might be foud 
OUT OUCTmanic in othei re calmed Bur 
by whar r125t (| pray yow $hal rhe 
ſcd:tious fubicct 'for na other wil V- 
lurpeth ar ptace) bc abouc his laufull 
Prince,to {ir as 1udoe on hiscſtair,lyt, 
& honour? Who 15amonges ws that 
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wald willinglic ſuffer to be coman- 
ded(whar fal I ay tudged?)by his aw 
ſcruant , by whome fe war ignomi- 
nioully accuſed?Itisnorlauful ro the 
pareie ro fitas tudge,nar robe witnes 
in. : priuat mans aulc: what shall ic 
be then in Princes: We laugh and 
iclt when welce anie priuat man that 
thinketh him fclt monarche of the 
haill warld, as being ficke of a plea- 
{ant imac vination and plantalic, wi- 
tout any Mans Noure hy GCOMMAagE, 
Buritis na {port nor bourd toſcerhs 
furious multitude mcl it (cif with the 
c[tair, lyf, & honour of their Prince, 
» here many thowſandsar oppreſicd 
vnder colour of the comounc wealth 
and libertic , whilks doubles ar loſt 
v 1 they fall in the hands of the mul- 
titude, If the Prince wald force ws to 
do anicrhing agains God and good 
reaſon, we ſuld arme our ſelhis with 
paticncr,and not with rebellion,that 
H 1 
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16 THE OFFER 
is, we {uld follow Gods command; & 
if che Prince wald be ſo rigourous as 
ro punish ws thereforc,wvc,to the exe. 
ple of the Apoltles & primirtiue kirk 
tuftcrit,and notto tak armes aganiſt 
him: 1n patientia Veſira poſſidevirss ani- 
mas veſtras. 7 n your patience youv hall 
poſſeſſe your ſaulles, fayerh our Lord, 
what good Chriſtian wald not rather 
choile ro be for the tructh a martyre 
before God,then as a traittour for rc- 
bcllion executc by men? we may wi- 
thour danger of conſcience ſuffer a 
wrang, but not doa wrang without 
danger of colcience: It is but by M. 
Fox new martyrologe that men be- 
come martyres for hereſic and rebel. 
lion.In the kirk that honour is gifin 
onlytothem,whadicth for the trueth 
( as in the primitiue kirk) without a- 
ny ſpot of rcbellio:cauſa martyre facit, 
non pena, I wil pas thes opinions bc 
caule they require a maire {charpe 
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maner of refurario,ſeing they bring 
with the ſo many heapes of miſcries, 
if they be not ſpedclie fmored in the 
beginning. For to lay afyd the com- 
moune & publik calamines,wherein 
no man can be in ſuretic, often tyms 
choilinganew,King weloſle anauld 
kingdom.Burt to retourn to our pro- 
pos: this ordinatio of paſtoures culd 
not com of the people, becauſe ar the 
beginning ofthis new religion al the 
pcople was Catholik, & knew no fic 
doctrine nor doctours, & fo culd not 


mak the paſtors wha war fit aftors x, co. 


of this traoedie. Mairouer Beza in his 19:83: 
epiltles ſetmerh nowayes to approue 
this populaire forme of gowernemert 
inthe kirk. Wherefore (cing the firſt 
Miniſters nather haid Examination, 
Election nor Ordination,or Impoſ1- 
tion of hands, it may beeaſclic con- 
cluded,that they haid-no lauful ordi- 
naire calling,and ſoculd nor gif any 
H it 
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113 THE OFFER. 
true vocation or calling to others, 
becauſe they haid it not them elhs, 
Lat ws go forward. the Catholik 
kirk (ſay Co hes tynt the ordinaire 
vocation, and they haue found rhe 
extraordinaire. We hauc tynt one 
thing.and they haue found an other; 
It is1uſtly reancoreredwith our tin{al, 
Bur ſeing they haue not found our 
gear,y'c can pretend no right therto: 
{o aswe pretend no right to their ex- 
rraordinaire calling, they can pretcd 
no tytill to our ordinairc, as ſaid is. 
They ar calicd and ſcnt cxrraordi- 
nairly(fay they tO gowern the kirkof 
God ; at thcir vocation be cxtraordi- 
nair it paſleth the bouds of the order 
Apoſtolik : ror how can it be Apo- 
ſtolik withour continuation ſince 
the Apoſtles,not hauing beginning 
nor authoriticof their vocation. It 
the race and ſucceſſion of the Apo- 


[tles be loſled, why Waunt they them 
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ſclfis ro follow the Apoſtles? at leeſt 
they follow them not in their voca- 
tion,and therefore: the tytils and cui- 
denrs of the Apoltles can {erue them 
for no thing. They mult ſchaw their 
new halding, (cing theancient tytles 
ar expyred and runc out; if there re- 
ſteth no man having the righr of the 
Apoltles the, Baiitcr can not haue 
it. We mult lce their new charters 
paſled vnder the treat (cel of [es vs 
CHRIST marcked with miracles 
W roght by thc holy (ſpirit: it they can 
{chaw anc (ic thing, it will pur them 
out of trouble, "Fg ws out of doubr, 
and rak away al {chadow of excule, 
whilk otherwayes we might 1uſthe 
pretend for our diſobedience. 
Butin good conſcience may we Ccre- 
detthem,wha with their ſimple word 
wald mak ws belcue that the ancient 
lucceſlis of the apoſtles is perished? 
Shal I notthink (if thar be truc)that 
H 11 
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os THE OFFER 
the tribe of Leut was mair deare to 
God, then the ſpiritual pdſteritic of 
the Apoltles, yea then the poſteritie 
of IEsvs CHR1sT him lclf,ourof 
whois ſcedes mouth, the veritic (uld 
NCcucr depart Sal 1t{cruc tor nothing 
that that wynzard was planted with 
our Mailers awin hand, |, boght v ith 
his death, nurished by his Apoſtles, 
watrcd with their b ood, & with the 
blood of ſo manic thowſand mar- 
tyrs, keeped by the alli{tence of the 
holic ſpirit, in theicarned and codlic 
fathers,& 1n their p -oltcritic? Shal the 
oider of Aaron be to far preferredro 
tic order of Meclchifcdech? the bo- 
ay tothelpirir, the hgure to the veri- 
tic, and man to God : ' Shal the mini- 
ſersh iaucthc honour to hauc reſto- 
red the kirk whilk the holic ſpirit by 
hisnegligence haid tynt ? chetr onlic 
_ = haldc our Lord in his right: 
Weal, geuingandnotgranting that 
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ou; Maiſtcr haid tynt his inheritance 
inthis warld foratymethroghnegli- 
gece of his officers, Or racher] by their 
malice & knaveric: he hes caſt them 
out : he hes placed in their place and 
charge others, more worthie. Yet or 
I ſee their letters of comiſlion,Iwald 
olaidhe knaw w iy they war geuen: 

tor it culd not be 1 light cautc whilk 
moucd God ro geue a new charge. 

They wil ſay, perchance, ro reforme 
the kirk,& tak away the manifold a- 
bules that war baith in the doctrine 
and maners. A 1uſt rcalon truclic & 
1 charoe worthic of cternal memoric 
and thankes, and mailt neceflaire (if 
it be truc)to be pur in execution, for 
the publik good, ſaluation of many 
{auls and (whilk is the principal) for 
Gods gloric, and he ro bc praiſed & 
loued whadoecth hisducty in the exe- 
cution of the ſame : Bur with what 
{inceritie and Godlie dealling ir hes 
H v 
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122 THE OFFER 
bein fulfilled and accomplished, the 
miſcrablc c{tait of our contray may 
beire witnes: where many hes learned 
the ſcience of Adam and Eua in ca- 
ting of the forbidden tree, knawin 
the good they haue loſt & euill they 
hauc found. and I fear that thes new 
paſtours hes vicd als litill diſcretion 
in gowerning mens ſaulsas policicin 
doune caſting the material kirks. 
Tntempeſtiuas ſed ſupprime Mu IE que- 
relas. 
Pur the caſe that they war ſent to re- 
form the kirk in doctrine & maners. 
Thes heauinly mcedicins then fand,a 
{cik perſone before the, but not dead, 
to procure whais health they war 
{ent.why haue they rent this bodyin 
peaces,& maid wp1o many others,l0 
different & contrarious cucry oneto 
an other, lyk the Cadmeia brerhrin! 
This agrecs not with their letter pa- 
tent, if they haue any : they ſuld nor 
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hauc paſſed the boundes of their le- 
cation. If they war ſent to reforme 
the kirk, according to my iudgemer 
(I dar not be þald to pronunce anie 
farcher for fearc of oftence) rhey luld 
hauc remained 1n the kirk (fugrendo 
non Curantur &7ri, ſed medendo) and by 
vertue of chew mon taken a- 
way the cauſes of hir ſeeknesandde.. 
formities. he wha oauc the the charg 
wald haue giuen them the ſtrenth ,qut 
dat Veile,dabit &7 perficere: he wald nor 
nauelcftthem in ſo notable & good 
1nterpriſe;they culd ncrbencbich ed 
moycennorw ifdom hauing {lo migh- 
tica maiſter, If they tearcd the pelt, 
or rather rhe iuſt punition, I cxcule 
their flight, yercan not praiſe them, 
that chey choiled rather to (call their 
doctrine with other mens blood nor 
with their awin. Burt to paſle this ex- 
traordinaire ſtoutnes (whilk hes mo- 
ned themto ryfthe kirk in peeces by 
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ſo many {indrie ſeCtes, ratherthento q 
ſuffer martyrdome them felhs and n 


ſo paſſe ro heauin) why did they by 
their comiſhon?rhey diſcharged nor E 
them ſelfis in making an other kirk. | * 
To mak a kirk, and reforme or heall 
a kirk ardiuers things. They mult ac- 
knawledge adouble tault,whilk they 
haue comirtted , the an in not doin 

thatwhilkthey war comanded,whulk 
was in reforming the kirk ; the other 
in doing of that whilk they war not 
commanded, in bulding a kirk. If 
there was no kirk ar all, when they 
come,thceir commiſhon was in vaine 
& (erued for nothing: they ſuld hauc 
paſled bak & raken an other, to mak 
wp & buld of new a kirk, and notto 
ictorm that whilk was not: for refor- 
mation prefupponetha ſubicct and 
matter laicking ſome thing neceſlair 
to the perfection: fo their procura- 
tion (if there wasno kirk) was nul of 
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ir ſelf,and can nather ſerue them nor 
their ſucceſlours for anic warrand of 


| this wark, they hauetaken in hand, 
k, how beurtful & glorious a name ſoc- 
- || uct thev FLUE It. 
I Re. tant oculis ſuberi mortalia iuſtis. 
ay &: Link ye 1t reaſonable, thar any man ' 
il t1k on him to caſt doune the 
/ bay {c, witlk IEsvs CnrisT him (elf 
heth burlded, becautc it femeth to his 
- | vaine Imagination to hauc many de- 
; formities & vncomlineſles, & build 
e | vpan other at his fantahic, alledging 


that the Lord heth fcnthim ? I can 
not belcuethatapy man can be a ber- 
tcr painteror maillon then God,wha 
{aid rora pulchra es amica mea,Cf macu- 
la noneſt inte, & wha builded his kirk 
vp6a rock. weal | knaw that iris Gods 
wil that his houſe ſtand to the end of 
the warld. Bur lat this be an errour of 
the {ſecretaire, wha (uld haue written 
formation of a kirk, orthe fault of 
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the meſſenger, wha {pak overlowlie 
in our hr{t comillionets care , where 
by,onc word was taken for an other, | '© 
But whidder it ſu!d be Formation, || 
Reformation or Dctormation, for || << 
the prelcar | ſtand not, provyding ||"! 
the com1liion 27h CXL raordibas \ 
calling be good. Tic: warltent (lay Þ| ** 
they) by God CxT 0M airlic. I de. | © 
{yr They Prouc that: tor {1mple and I 
proucles faying,in matrresot fa great || " 
con{equence (as where it is queltion || © 
of crernal Iyt and death ) can not be 

receaued, except by them, wia wald | © 
hazard cheirpartof paradilconalim- | + 
ple word, we mult fee rhe comilhon || \ 
alledged, if it be good and haue the | * 
belt & allured mark. that it may ſerue | : 
ws for our warrand , when weshalbe || * 
called to rendre compr of our mailles || \ 
&duertics in comandino or obcying. ( 
Itisalsdanger-usro 5c/cue eucry ma, 
asto belcuc no man. I {cc the Mini- 
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ſters hes diſpolleſled thois, wha war 


paltours by iult ſuccethis (as hauing 


reccaucd that ch arge Frome hand ro 


: land ftince the Apoliles) ) and hes pla- 
r | cd chem {elhs in their roome dely- 
» || :ing or rather comanding ws to ac- 
> | &nawledge them as true paltours, fol. > Koorapyel 
low and obey them, gcuing our fauls 


& cOlcicence to ve nur! hed by them 
1a rrueth &pietic, of rac v hilk they 
[ . ! 

. | have the diſtribution deiyucred to 

| them by God him fcit,as racy alledge. 
Truche (cing that no man , No not 
of their m ilk zclous b: <hring will 
out chem athowland pound on their 
vord without good & luthcient cau- 
tion, fuld vc not bc great fooles to 
etue them our ſaulles not aski :ing of 
tem any (ufhcict warrand bur their 
word? The matter is fo weaghtic that 
they can not iuſtlic be offended with 
vs.1f we deſyre to be aſlured that we 

Shal hauc no tinſal in beleuing them. 
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128 THE OFFER 
Latws ſeethe great ſeall and mark of 
this extraordinair calling,that is mi- 
racles and windertul warks aboue nx- 
rure, whereby we may knaw thartitis 
God wha (cnt then, and that it is 
his wil wc reccauec them with duere- 
uerence and obedience. 1 knaw they 
wil anſwer mehere, that they arnot 
obliſt co bring miracles , ſeing they 
reach no new doctrin .1prayal good 
& Godlic Chiiſhians conſider it this 
be a propre anſwer & to the propos: 
ror hrlt chey tak rhar for a proofe, 
whilk is in controucrlic betwixt the 
parties, as is oucr cuidentlic knawen: 
forwelay(as weshalbchable to proue 
by them ſelhs) that the doctrine they 
reach now is new, at lecit in many 
heades of controueriics. Secondlie 
the prophetes, wha broght miracles, 
broght no new doctrinc,otherwayes 
they culd not hauc bein receaued,the 
law bcing fo formcll agains thenu. 
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Thridlic it man bencw tows, ſcing 
that nather we, nor anic of our fore- 
fathers before Knox cucr hard of it 
in our contray. Laſt of all, we feak 
miracles fortheir alledged extraordi- 
nair & marveitous calling, & not for 
their dorine,whilk can not be true, 
(cing it is lo new. the veriric being fo 
1uld.Our wailter & Lord comanderh 
v51n matters of religion to obey his 
kirk: and obey & acknawledge none 
other. Why $shal we now hcare the 
Miniſters withour anic affurence of 
their charge and commitllion, ather 
ordinairc or extraordinaire ? If anie 
man wald ask of the ſubiectes of a 
noble man ( wha war out of rhe con- 
tray)the mailles & ductics, alledging 
he haid commiſhon of rheir mailter: 
Wald they nor iuftlic anſwer, that 
their maiſter betore his parting our 
of the contray, haid put order to all 
his affaircs giuing charge to cerraine 
[ 
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130 THE OFFER 
men whome he haid choiſen for thar 
effec and maid officers oucr his haill 
lands with ful power to {cre and raile, 
tak wp ductiesand mailles,giuequit- 
tances; fence and hald courtes. ol al 
other things necellaire,v ith exprelle 
comand ro acknawlcdgcnone other 
ll his rctOUrnLng ; w] Carefindd if he 
haid any comithon trome their mai- 
ter,it bchovcil to be comunicat and 
{cin, ycaalluredlic knavcn to be va- 
lable & (futhcicnrt: Certaintic it wald 
not lerucnor mouethem,itihey wat 
well aduyſcd)to lay that thei things, 
Wiillk he requircth war duc & awing 
ro their mailter,& that he asketh no 
thing,to winlktheywar not oblished; 
Not yet to ſay that the othcetrs haid 
neglecked their ducric baith in wai- 
{ting thcir mailſters gear and milgo- 
verning n1Shouſlc, & allo in oppreL. 
ſing KG lubicCtes. wald Licy not al» 
Iv cr, that: icy wat [otic for {ic mens 
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milbenaaiour,yer becauſe their mai- 


fer haid gauen them charge to 0- 
bey onlic rheis ofhcers, vhome he 
hard cltableshed, they culd not paſle 
the bouds of their maiſters comand; 
and thertor wald oa na way acknaw- 
Iedoe him, wha {chew no comiſlion, 
nor power of their maiſter * Shall 
poore men be maire wyſc and circu- 
ſpect ina bol of meal or 40. — 
tacn Iin my faul? Shal they feak for 
o00d watt ad in paving of t: ncir due- 
tics,and I $1 nal orfe my {xu] to the firſt 
that craueth it? it shall not be nead- 
tullro rel me here, what I aw ro-my 
mailter, whar 1 {uld beleue, what re- 
ucrence I ſuld beare to the "__—_ 
and paſtoures of the kirk. I beleue 
thar maire is rruc, then anic man can 
telle; I ask onlie wherefra commeth 
thes extraordinaire oficers,and what 
power they hauc ? I wald pray them 


to cleare me of this ſubict. For in 
] F! 
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132 THE OFFE x 
matters of faith, the authoritic ma. 
keth all, whilk can reccaue non other 
warrand,but God him ſclf, orelle fic 
as ar {uthcicntly authorized by him, 

They wil ſay thar {1adric of the pro- 
pheres come without miracles, and 
theicfor it can not be 1ultly asked of 
them,whilk hes not bein asked of 0- 
thers betore them, coming with lyk 
calling. I anlwer, thata grear part of 
the Propheres broght micochs with 
them ro confirme their {cnding, and 
principally,vhen their vocation was, 

or might becalled indoubr. W herc- 
tor Moles {chew miracles not onlic 
inthe beginning, when he was hilt 
receaued, but alloagaines Corc Da- 
than and Abiron. Elias againes the 
prophetes of Bac| in burning the fa- 
crihce vpon the alter before the peo- 
ple. And to paſle vnder ſilence al 0- 
ther, IEsvs CHR1sT acknawled- 
geth the miraclesto be neceſlaire. 7f 


OF IO, FRASER: T33 
7 ({ayerh he) haid nor come and donne 1,,,,. ,, 
vuorks amonges them, that no other man 
hathe donne, they haid not haid ſinne.But 
novv they bairhhaxe ſinne, and haue ha- 
ted bath me andmy father. To Sant 
| lohn the Baprilt alking by rwo of 
| his diſciples , if ir was he wha wasto 
come, he an{wereth, the blmd ſee , the Matt. rr, s. 


deafe heere , the dead ryſe againe, to the 
poore the Euangelle us preached. Mairo- 
uer the prophetes , wha war ſent cx- 
rraordinairelie neuer intermedlerh 
them ſclhs withthe ofhice of preaſt- 
hacd and paſtouts(except they war of 
the Trib of Leui) nor cucr pat them 
out of their place, We neuer hard 
that any, becauſe he was ſent extraor- 
dinairlic, tuik the place of the high 
preaſt: ortuik the Ephod,or cenſeur 
out of the preaſts hands: ror the ſa- 
crifice wasay continued by the prea- 
ſtes & by noneother.So that the an- 
I 113 


crippel vvalk,the lepers ar maid cleane.the Luc. 7.15,, bl i 


FTTIITTIIZAIIIZAzIAZTTY” 


TEES AAP 4 


_ _ —— 
| —— 
TY 


EVO PSORKH<ISLDESt 


FIIFTT 


- wt att - we _ M _ 
"> Pa 
w—_—_ 6 _ - -0<o—w -_ 
——— 
Se ————— ac 
hs G + 6-7 
PR . P 


114 THE OFFER 
cient propheres howfocuer they war | 
called extraordinairlic (as (aid 15) did 
neuer prerend thereby any charge in 
the ſacrifice as appertening to "the 
pricltcs only. For tnc prop heres com 
25a new {uccour & he! pe cnt by cod 
to fortifie and contor:t the —_—_ 
oficers, to waken them wpfromne- 
gligence, to aducrtish them of their 
ductic, to love honour & {crue their 
God wprightue. Lykwayecs ro admo- 
nish the Prince and people of their 
office, reproche them their faulres & 
{innes,with threatningsof punition 
and vengence cherevpon to follow, 
EXCCPt they did preuentthe wrath of 
God with ſpeidy repentcce. In whilk 
charges miracles warnor verie necel- 
{aire, feing they demanded but ame- 
dement of mens lyfes,and Godiscr- 
ice to be donne, by lic as haid tho 
charge, not melling therewith, not- 
withltandin g of their extraordinaire 
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ſending by God him (elf. Euen as if 


Princes or noble man abſenrtwald oif 


charge to anic man by mouth, to ad- 
ucrrish his ſeruantes and lubicctes to 
be maire diligent 1n their ofhce and 
ducrie, (chawing them wherein their 
mailter war oftended,and whar puni- 
t10n he haid deliberar tro tak of (ic as 
he fand calpable & giltic; it fuld nor 
be necetlaire theretor ro bring his 
maiſters grear ſecalle, Bur if he wald 
enter to gowerne and rucile, he wald 
not bereccaued vpo his fimple word, 
Mairouer althoghtrthere' beno men- 
tion in the ſoipences of the mira- 
cles of findric Prophetes , yer it is 
not tobe concluded that they did no 
miracles : yea their prophecics war 
ſuflicientwarrandsfor their miſlion, 
they being, as it war, the ordinairc 
oltes and meſlengers in thos daycs 
Ld God and his people,to whom 
Gods will was to be {chawen accor- 
I 111} 
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116 THE OFFER 
ding to the peoples behauipur and 
new occurrantcs. It can not be {cha. 
wen where that anic prophete 1s com 
tro Cxccute anic great interprile with; 
our miracles , ather preſcnte, prece- 
dent, or ſubſequent. In S. Iohn the 
Bapriſt there be manic things veric 
miraculous, his mothers aage, his fa- 
thersdomnes beforc his conception, 
and {pcach reſtored at his birth , his 
education commandcd by the angel, 
his ly£; and laſt of all the reſtimonie 
of IEsvs CHRIsT maire then all 
miracles, {cing he was the authour of 
all miracles , whilk at that ryme for 
iuſtrealon he haid keipedrohimfelt: 
w hereby he might be knawen frome 
others. Now there come neuet anic 
prophete for lo weaghtica marter as 
this, for whill:, they lay, that they ar 
come, to wit, to reitore the {poule to 
IESVs CHRIST, the body to the 
'1cad,to mak ancw flock to that hea- 
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uinlicPaſtour, ro reſtore him to his 
auld & ancient heritage, ro buld wp 
theeternal houſe of God, ro deſtroy 
the regne of Sata: to bring new lighr 
to the warld, ro tak mankynd out, 
of the theor, as it war,of rhe deuill: ro 
publish the verity {o lang vnknawe: 
to ſchaw the kirk (o Jang vnſcen and 
inui{1ble. and to be {chort,ro do thar 
wherefore our Maiſter and Lord of 
his infinite goodnes come in carth, 
and ruik vpon him our mortallna- 
ture, and therein {ufftered death and 
paihon,that is,to mak ws1mmorrals, 
and of ſonnes of man, whilk we war, 
ro mak ws ſonnes of God, to be par- 
takers with him of the cternal inhe- 
ritance, hauing nurished and broght 
vswpin hisawin houſe,the whilk to 
governe if Luther, Caluin or Knox 
pretedes any right by new extraotdi- 
naire charge, is it not maiſt rcaſona- 
ble that they ſchaw an authenrique 
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138 THE OFFER 
commiſhon? Suld not the great ſeall 
be here imployed?Eliasforleflecauſc 
maid the fyr come out of heauin. If 
Fl {1mplc alledgence of reformation | 
be a lufhcient varcand, we hall have 
in continent good ſtore of refor. 
mers and extraordinaire paſtoursto 
correc, or rather to corruprt,thehall | 
warld. The Anabapriltes and Liber- 
tines with manic other ſiclyk perni- 
{1ouspeſtes {uld ſchortlic occupic all 
places: For their word is als good as 
the others is, in matters of religion, 
if theword be inonch, & the laying 
a ſ\uficicnt proofe. Bur if there be a- 
nie other thing requiſit to haue and 
procure creder, whatcuer is neceſlair 
in one is neceſſaire in all , ſcing there 
can be no authoritic and power but 
in the ordinaire: becauſe it onlic was 
ſuficientlic authorized by LEs vs 
CHRIST, and exccured by his Apo- 
files (wha reccaucd it immediatlic of 
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their Maiſter) and bytheir {ucceſfors 


ro our dayes.Otherwayestheextraor- 
dinaire mult hauc als good and {olid 
prootc as the ordinaire. If it be ſufh- 
cicntto ſay that it was Gods will and 
plcalour, that {:c men fuld tak that 
wark of governement and reforma- 
tion on hand , when tcy corre the 
place, we Shalather anlvcr or agree 
thereto. But IEsvs CnuRisr will 
dilavow t1ck extraorainaire retor- 
mers. T he Propheres propbecte lees in my 
name. 7 haue not {ent them , natber did 
} command them : nather ſþak. 7 nto 
them : but they prophecie Pyato youu Pp 


fals YVi/hon and divination and YVanitie 


and deceatfulnes of their avwne hart. Let 
them ſchaw(it they hdue anie charge) 
the expreſle and particulaire com- 
mand they hauc of God to com: for 
the general and ancicnt commande- 
ment without doubt appertineth to 
the ordinaire officers of the houſe, 
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140 THE OFFER 
whoiscomifhon is of lang tym both 
confirmedand acknawledged : No- 


ueltic luld befu{pea ro al men (cing, 


as ſaid is, the veriticis lo auld. 

Some an{wererh rhat it is agreat, 
miracle and {ufhcient to proue Gods 
wiland plcafour, that info ſchorta 
tymerthcy hauc drawcn fo manic to 
them frome the kirk of Rome. If 
that wara ſufbcient reaſon and great 
miracle; then fuld Mahomer & Ar- 
rius be holic men ſent by God, & his 
wealbelouecd ; for certaine it is thar, 
theimpizucof Mahomer, or h<rclic 
of Arrius was maire myghtic then al 
thos, wha hes ſeparat them ſelfis in, 
thir laitdayes frome the Catholique 
Romainc kirk: yet Iam aſſured that 
no man of judgement wil think that 
Mahomet, or Arriusdid miracles by 
their {cduction, orthart fic revolres 
war{ufhcierto prouethem to be (ent 
by God with new comiſlion, Thetrc- 
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OF IO. FRASER. I4t 
fore althoghr Luther, Caluin, Knox 
and their tucceſlours haid brangled 
the hail warld(as they have not done, 
and che Antecarilt wildo)with their 
authoritie and doctrine, it followerh 


| and his extraordinaire (cading:; FOL 

| albecr it be contraire to al ordinaire 
; | courle.1rfuldnor be cocluded,that ic 

| is 900d & proccdeth fromeapower 

{ cxtraordinaite geuen by God:rorwe 
{ce manic extraordinair actions, and 
punished extraordinazrelie,as things 
donne with violence and contraire 
to ail 900d order, I can nor beleuc 
that the Miniſters them (cls wald 
now rcceaue any man wha waid com 
with an extraordinaire calling to re- 
forme them , notwithftand of their 
{chore pofſefſion: wherein there be 
manie thinges thoght(cven by ſome 
of them (clhs) worthie of a goad re- 
formaris. I doubt not bur . wald 


nocthatit1s5awork appraucd by God 
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ſi THE OFFER 
alledgetheir order alreddic receaued, 


conhrmed and eſtableshed. and in, 0: 


calc he wald not detilt, I am allured, 


they waid imploy the force of their | 


excommunicarion and ates of par- | 


hament, as a founcraine remecd a- 
cansalrebcllious pertornes. [tit was 
lauful co a tew vaquyer {pirites to 
ryſeagains the hail Cathoitque kirk 
being 1n pollethon 1500. yearcs c- 
aces. why shal it not be laufull 
to rylic againilt a tew new 1ncome? 
mighrir nor betulthe ſaid here Pate- 
re lezem quam tpſe tuleris? The iurilco- 
ſult faycth weal, qzod quiſque iurs in 
alterum ſtatuit, ipſe codem ture Vti debet, 


Shall it be permutted to them to do 


what they liſt againes whome they 


plecle in what matter & maner they 
will, and shalbe lautul ro no man to 
gainlay them. O daram altorum ſorrem 
nedicam (eruiturem. T|: cy Wil alledge 
perchance the {cripruts for theirwar: 
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:and and that they teach the veriric 


I-ontined therein. I anſwer, thatcue- 
I:ic heretik ſayerh the lik , and thar al 
Jour diſpute, forthe preſcnt,is of their 
Jpowcr and calling: &chat it isan 0- 


ther debate berwixt ws & them rous+ 


Jching the ſcriptures and veritic. as 
Ic have laid betore.we grantrheſcri- 


PLures a! 1d the veritic luld be-recea- 


Jucd and imoraſled, andall good rea- 


{on do teach wsthat there { uld be pa- 
{tourcs; but they giue wsno affurance 


J vcano appecrance trat Lt! cher, Cal- 


| 


I vin or Knox, or anic of their luccel(- 


I lours, can be rhes truce paſtours, but 


rather the contraire, as we haue pro- 
ven. Wald they then thus argument? 


I I hauc the bible, I fay the rructh, T 


am then a truc and lautul paſtour & 
doctour of Godis kirk? I vaderſtand 
not this coſequenr, except they wald 


| lay that all ( be they men, wemen or 


childring » learned or ignorant) w ha 
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144 
heth the bible & ſayerh the verity ar 


trucand lautful paſtours, that is,haue | 


lauful power and authoritic in the * 
kirk of God to preache,teache,& ad- 


miſtrat the lacrametes, bind & loufe 
tak in and pur out, excommunicate 
andabſoluc,whilk I am aflured, they 
wil notfay.W hat wald be thoghr of 


me, if 1 fuld argument thus? | haue | 


" " " " 
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the actes of parliamer, I ſay nothing | 
buraccording to the Kinges M. Jawis | 
and ordinances,theretor Iam aſchi- | 


ref or licutencnt for his Maicktie/: 
that is, I hauc power to ad miſtrat iu- 


ſtice, condemne and ablolue , head 
& hang, banish and cal bak &c. per- | 
chance this vaine imagination wald |} 


betolerat and laughen at in mc, as 


oftentymes {ic phrenerik ſprites ſer- | 
ucth for other mens recreation.: but | 
iftherevpon Liuld tak anie manwha | 
haid commirteda murther & (keep- | 


ping the ordinaire forme of juſtice 
| in all 
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oF IO, FRASER, 145 
in all other things, except in the po- 
wer whilk I haid not ) (uld call 1n 1x. 
or 20; honelt men on his [yes and by 
them, for the ſlaughter weal veriher, 
and confefled, conderanec him in the 
mouth of the dempſter, and execute 
him by the hangmarL, wald it be a 
(ufhiciert warrand for me to (chaw the 
actcs of pariiament or lawes of rhe 
contry and perperuall practiſe in lyk 
thinges? It wald not be alked of me 
whatthelaw ordaineth, but what po- 
vcrand authoritic I haid torak thar 
man, callina ſyeson him, codemne 
and execute him: my comiſhon wald 
be toghr, and nor the law. Yea for 
laick of a lawful commiſhon I (uld 
be found nor onlica manſlayer with 
Syes, Dempſter & Hangman (whom 
{ haiddrawen in that crymewith me) 
bur alſo an vſurper of the Kingis au- 
thoritic, withour bis knawledge or 
vil, ſo I & all my adherentes ſuld te 
| 12088: = 
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146. THE OFFER 
tound in thataQtion mair giltic and 
ro have offeded the Prince mair grca- 
voullic then the murtherer,whomel 
haid execut : For beſyd the ſlaughter, 
in my action {uld be found viurpa- 


ſo manic per{ones therin, whilk ſuld 
augment my cryme: For as in good 
thingesthe maire the berter, ſo 1n c- 
vilthingesthe maire the worſe. Lyk- 
Waycs Wc alk not at the miniſters, if 
ther fuld beany lautul paſtoures wha 
{uld preach,teach,adminiſtrar the la- 
cramentes,exhort to vertue, reproue 
vyce., cut off rotten and rebellious 
membres: we knaw theis things may 
andſuld bedonne by them wha heth 
the lauful power: But we demand wha 
geaue them that power to cxerciſe, 
theis charges & offices ro enioye that 


e1ngreatter danger,as thc matter is 
oreatter? Or shal x inges and Princes, 
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tion, oppreſſion and coiunction of 


we Shal not the vſurper here | 
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OF IO. FRASER: 147 
nobles and gentilmen , conmounc 
wealrhes and brughes, priuar & fim- 
ple men haue dederand diſcipline, 
whereby {ſome command and others 
obcy withour confuſion, & & God chal 
hauc ncenc in his houſe? In the kirk: 
shalbe no thing, bur diforder troble 


and diſcorde? thar it may be {aid of 


bir, whilk thepocte {ayeth of the ſea 
WAVES; 

Neſcit cui domino vareat vnda maris. 
It everic man wil command /whilk 
man be if rhe bible may mak a pa- 
{tour) wha shal nor command? only 
they ſurely wha wanteth ather moyen 
or wil to hauc 3 bible. Iris permitted 
ro cveric man to {chaw the law and 


rruech ro any man: yea its 2 wark of 


charity, to teach the ionorat, princ! 
pally in martrers fins: bur total 
on him the power & 1uriſdiction ro 
comand aboue others as being a pa- 


{touror magiſtrar, nor hauing charg 
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248 |; THE OFFER 
of them, wha hath that power, nun. 


qua lucun, nunquimg, licebit.it was not, | 


15nNoLnor cuct shalbelauful.The kirk | 


15 as C aſtrorum a.ies ordinata: Not lyk 
to the & baos of poctes where 


Frigida pugnabant calids humeta ficcs, 


Mollia cum dur, fine pondere habentia 


pondus. 
Sic cotulionsgaggrees not with Gods 


infin wildome, que attingit a fine x. | 
| | | 
que ad finem fortiter, &7 diſponur omnia 


ſuauner, "| h- qualitics that S. Paul 
requieth na Bishope,shawerth how 
canful God 15 to hauc his houle weal 


ooOverncd, Mcn wil not lufcr everic * 


man to medic with the keeping of 


their beeſtes. I think not that God | 
heth leſle regard to his Kirk, Ir may | 
be that they lay that there was na pa- | 


ſftours1n the kirk, when theis new E- 
uanoehllcs come ,leing they wha wat 


In þ ofieflion hadrynttheir right. be- | 
caulſc they haid not donne their duc- | | 
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- Tie: and thereforthe miniſters qua- 
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| rynt their plac 
q tity, in whilk caſe ic behoverh them 


6 . þ. 
1/; in vacuum venerunt, did occupiea 


place vacant. Althoghr it bea thing 
ycric hard robe beleeved, yea alto- 


gether not to be bclecved, thar God 


corraireto his promiſe heth lo aban- 
donat his awen inheritance, that he 
heth no man,w ha with lauful aurho- 
rity did his duetic,or might giue po- 
wer to others to governc our Salutors 
houle, yer I wil paſle it atthis tyme. 
| rak onlic that paſtoures heth not. 
v realon of non en- 


to haue recourleto their mailter , all 
rccourning bak aganctohim.lt they 
:aue failled becaule they haue negle- 
gentlic and ynproperhtie donne their 
othce, as the cryme was perfonal, {o 
{uld the paine & punitio be perſonal: 


| lcing in fclonics the haires or fuccel- 


ſoures be nor perſewed for the cryme 


| of their predeceflourcs, except they 
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be found ſocy criminis, or clſc that, 


their predeceſſours hauc commetrted 


Iz|-maicltic. Now ſcing the ſucceſ- 
{our 15 nowaycs erred for com- 
moune crymec comirtcd by his pre- 
decc{lours : reſteth the cryme of la. 
inaicltic , by rebellion or treaſon a- 
Cains the Princes pc :lonne or chair, 
conſel ralken with the enimic., alpy- 
ne Troune, or otcr [1c poin- 
Ctes as theis. No\ C181NgG & Not gran- 
ring (for the Maſtcrs can ncucr be 
hablec ro prouc {tc thinges, as we haue 
ichawen beforc ) that The paſtoutes 
of the Carholique kirk haith tyntc 
their place by one of rncis crymes: 
what {vn > Followeth it that the mi- 
niſters herh the iuttritle * Quo iure? 
By publique authoritic and forme of 
tulkicc the charge, power and office 
of paſtours was gcuene to the Apo- 
{tles & their lucceſſores til the warlds 
end. Yerif they have failled fo grea- 
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OF To. FRASER. 
youllic, that God hes called bak tos 
gift maid to his onlic ſonne,let them 
be acculed, examinat, iudged & co- 
demned by publique authoritieand 
forme of 1wttice , and fo dilcharged, 
diſpolleſſed and caſt out, as men or- 
derlic convict and forfault: and lar 
others by lyk forme and authoritic 
be pur ior place, by them wha 
heth the power thereto. The offence 
maketh men worthie of condemna- 
tion, but condemnerh no man. The 
{ſentence & decreat ofthe iudge mult 
hrit be pronunced. Manic mencums 
mitceth great crymes, yer poſleſſerh 
their Lands til they be forfaulted: and 
{1ndry gerreth their remitlion before 
they be -acculed: and others,norwith- 
ſtanding they be iuſtlic acculed of 
treaſon, yet becaufe they arnotcon- 
demned and forfaulr , withour anic 
remiſhon they ſtand ſtil in pollcſho 
and their hcires cfrer them. 
K 114j 
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52 THE OFFER 

Scing the Kingis authoritie and 
publique forme of iuſtice ar requi- 
rcd to put anic man in 1ult poſle(- 
lionof hisawne, $hal itbe permir- 
ted to every man at his phantaſy ro 
calt him out,whais in poſleſſi6? and 
when the act of fortaultric is paſſed 
& g1uen out in due forme, the landes 
or offices at not abandonat to cuery 
one,wha wil occupicthem: but they 
returne to the Prince or ouerlord. So 
whalſocucr will iultlic brook and cn- 
ioyc theis lands or ofhces, mult hauc 
a new gitr of the prince or ouctlotd, 
new chartcrs,cvidentes, 1nfettments, 
commiltons weal maid, lublcriued, 
and lealled, with all other circum- 
{tances (better khawe to men of law 
norto me)whilks ar neceſlair;where- 
by he may be knawen to be the iuſte 
pollcflouror lauful magiſtrat:for the 
charters, evidentes, infeftments, co- 
miſlions or retours, or anic other ry- 


I 


«ai 


OF IO, FRASER, 53 
tleswhilk war before , ar anulled , as 
appertining only to the perſone for. 
faulc, & therefor invrile for al other 
men, except perchance to his hcires, 
if the Prince wald have pictic of rhe; 
or it he wald {uffer the torfaulrrie ro 
be reduced of {pectal grace & fauour. 
W haſocuer wald (tart to at his awen 
hand, and occupie the place vacant 
without conſent of the ſuperiour, 
might chink aſſuredlic that his vſur- 
pation wald be als heavy a cryme as 
the otherswas,wha hed tyntrtheplace. 
Lykwayes (as ſaid 15) if the paſtors 
hesfailled,let them be acculed before 
their lauful iudge,where they ar fond 
giltic, Ict them be codemned: there- 
cfter {ic asshalbe found maire quali- 
her, and worthic of lic oftices maybe 
choolen in their place and obtein a 
new commiſlion of them, wha heth 
that mo in the kick vponcarth, It 


ther be ncin at al,wha heth thar iuril- 
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of Godinthe ſam forme and maner 
as the Apoſtles receaucd it frome, 
IEsvs CHRIST, the poltcritie and 
ſucceſſours hauing failled, as they al- 
ledge, but not prouen. Now what. 
forme of iultice heth bene keepped? 
W ha warncd the paſtourcs ? Before 
what iudge war they acculed ? Wha 
codemned the? wha gaue the new ti- 
tle tothe iniſters?I {ce the lautul pa- 
ſtores acculed,or rather abulcd, with 
out law or reaſon or judge: condem- 
ned without any form of 1uſtice; calt 
out with violence, & their places oc- 
cupicd by others withour, yea agains 
al right. 1 fee their contrairie partic 
mak him ſelf iudge, tak a comithion 
of him ſelf, and putitin exccution 
on his priuat authoritie. 

- Dune hunc ardorem metibus addunt 
Euryole*an ſua cuiq. Deus fit dira cupido? 
If al things man be maid ncw before 


154 
diction , they muſt rak new halding 
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OF IO. FRASER 
they haue good right, itwar beſt they 
maidanewcod to authoriz their new 
procedinges & practiſe of law: for if 
theis falhions war good & rcaſona- 
ble, wha culd be aſſured, I ſay nor of 
his gearc,ofhce or landes, but even of 
his veric lyf, every man making him 
{elt partic, witnes , iudge and cxcecu- 
rour of anic accuſation he ſuld forge 
aganilt anic man ir pleaſcth him? I 
might infift here with manie other 
realoitia; if I fearcth not to be tedious 
in vrging a matter ſo cleare of it ſelf. 

I knaw ſome, for defence of the 

Miniſters, ſaycth thattheir vocation 
15 nather altogether ordinaire, nor 
alrogerher extraordinaire, partem ca- 

piens ab wtroq.that is (when al is weal 
conſidered) nather the one nor the 
other. There isnot halflang religions, 
as ther is halflang dogges They wald 


ſcruc them ſelfis with the authorirtie 
of the Catholik hick roenter in cods 
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156 THE OFFER 

houſe with order , & afterward with- 
out order, whilk they call extraord1- 
nairclic, guyd, or rather milguyd all 
at their phantalie. | 

Bur is 1t poſh1ble that they wil ferue 

them wirh the kirk of Rome, (cing 
they haue taken foraground of their 
religion and lauful caule of their fe- 
paration, that the Pajpe is the great, 
Antechrilt? They man on forcelay. 
ing this ground, acknawledge thar 
they haue their entry in the kirk 
frome the Antechriſt.Truelic if they 
l2aue no better porter then Satans el- 
deſt fonne to let them in, 1 fear they 
shal nor be vealcome ro God,wha v- 
{ethin his merciful warkis ro imploy 
better ſeruantes. If that opinion war 
'rrue, then (ſuld Saran be half maiſter, 
ſcing thatthe half of the charge c6- 
meth of him : yea he muſt hauc ( ac- 
cording to that doctrine) the mailſt 


DO 
apperant part, ſ{cing that the ordt- 
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naire, whilk is weail authorized c6- 
meth of hum: whereas the extraordi- | 
naire,vhilk they wald alcribeto God, | 
commeth without anie aVOW,Cxcept 
of their bare laying. I wald be mair 
ample in the refuration of this bran- 
ded vocation, if I thookt not thar 
tew, or neenc wald cleame thereto. 
As to them,wha ſcrueth them lelfis 
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tizere be tVua or three aſſembled in my —— 


name, there fam in the meddeſt of them. 
L anfwer {chorthie, hrit,char itis que- 
{tion there, of the alliltance of our 
Lord to the piclates of the kirk or 
people, and not of the calling of pa- 
ſtourcs in particulair. and who doub- 
tcth but holic and Godlie men heth 
the aſliſtance of God whiddertheybe 
in {mal or great nober. Nixt, if that 
ſuld be taken generallic and for the ; 
vocation , wherſoever there be twa 


| or three gathered in Chriſtes name 
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158 THE OFFER 
cher man be there power to mak i pa- 
ſtour. Sua where there be twa or three 
in anic houſe they mult conſtirura 
a paſtour to them lelt,und lo change 
al priuat houſes in kirkes, contraire 
to that, whilk we lee now in Scotlad 
where kirksar turned 1n priuat hou- 
ſecs. Mairouer if that war the ſenſe of 
Chriſtes wordes, it{uld appertine to 
the people to cal the paſtours, whilk 
the Miniſters of Scotland veric wy(- 
lic, as yet hes never approucd. And 
laſt of al, thisculd mak no thing for 
the firſt Miniſter, wha being allone 
culd nor beelected by twa or three. 
Notwithſtanding of al this, I will 
giucand ſuppon in this matrer alle 
farasIcan withour preiudice of the 
veritie. I wil fo enter for the preſent 
to receaue the extraordinaire voca- 
tion (whilk with reaſon can nor be 
receaued, except it hauca verie good 
warrand)ifitcan ſcrucws to anie vic 
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asT fear ir can not do: For if ſo many 
| hondreth yeares vnion of the Catho- 
[11k doctrine can nor l{erue to main- 
/ taine ws in our ordinaire right, how 
| shal lo many hondreth daylic confu- 
{l10ns 1ultlie maintaine them in their 
! extraordinaire viurpation,? Bur ro 
| whacvſic can their extraordinair cal- 
ling ſerue ws, althoght we wald rc- 
> ccaucir? There be maire then 4 hon- 
| dreth diverſe religions ( arlecſt opi- 
nions ylurping the name of religis) 
cveric onecondemning an other , & 
] alcriving to ir ſelt thar glorious title 
of true extraordinaire calling vnder 
pretence of the pure & true word of 
1 God, and adminiſtration of the la- 
crametes. What hal Ido in this great 
confuſed mulritude,where neine can 
| ſtand ſcure, except al his compagnos 
be declared viurpers & fals prophe- 
res? Ye will ſay perchance that the 
Miniſters of Scotland hes neene of 
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160 THE OFFER 
thes leCtes amongs them, where of 


they ar vcrie plaid. | wil nor for the 
preſent conteſt therevpon But ſure 
I am,that they wha hes nor the wini- 
ſters of Scotlandis religion amongs 
them, arallc glaid, and findric , wha 
hes it,wald be glaidto be quyr therof. 
I may truclic lay with an ancient au- 
thour {pecking of the philolophers 
of his tyme, that all theis {eCtes may 
be falſe, bur ſure I am there can be 
but one true. It al can not be true, 
whome shall I credet * W home s$hall 
I follow? I can not credet nor follow 
them all, ſcing they ar corraire, every 
onecodemning an other.1he choole 
mult be difhcil,ſcing that everic one 
ſayeth [toutlie that he hes the truerh. 
Everic man pretendeth the verity,ci- 


reth the ſcriptures, confercth place ' 
with place, conftirmeth his awen opi- | 


nion (if yewil belecue him) (olidlic 
and refuteth all others ſufhcientlic. 
Bur 
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But if ye will creder all the reſt , he 
faycrh nothing ro the propos, except 
{0 far as he agreeth withcevery one of 
them in particulaire. 

Swa oi: will agree with any 
of them, muſt on force diſagree with 
manic. Andyettherecan be but one 
iructh:& it we wil beleue the oreatelt 
parte of them, neane of them hes the 
tructh:bccauſe for one wha athrmeth 
he haith the trueth, there be an hon- 
dreth wha gainſayeth him. For every 
one of themalledgerh thar al the refl 
cocth wrang , whilk is veric calc to 
be beleued, becauſe the Catholique 
kirk ſayeth the ſame of chem all,shee 
being;whe theywarnot to lay rhelyk 
of hir. and how can any mi of juge- 
mentthink otherwayes of them?We 
ſee the ſcripture taken by them alfor 
an ordinaire proofc oftheir extraor- 
dinaire calling: it ſpeeketh (as they 


ſay) in al their fauoures. Yercan we 
L 


———— —— — 


— 


IG. »"IETo4S ELILX” <\9,.- . 


I, 


- - - - = a> 6 2 
CI e—o————<— — 
_ —_ ——— —— — 


162 THE OFFER 
not beof ſo maniercligions: nor ac- 
knawledocorobey lo many paſtours 
of {aextraordinair&corrary opiniss, 
Butyewil laythatheſuld bereceaucd, 
followed & obeyed,wha agreeth beſt 
with the |cripturs. That is mailt rea- 
ſonable,if it can be knawe.Bur whois 
iudocmcrtshalbe taken in the matter? 
Neane wil heare the Catholique kirk, 
becaulc they haue left hir : & fo asre- 
bellious ſubicAcscan abyd no raing 
but iuſt codcnation of their {chiſme 
and crrour. It we wil credit the par- 
tics,Cveric man Interpretes the (crip- 
rures beſt. The craw thinketh hir a- 
wen burd fairelt:and vaine men eltei- 
meth mai{t of the birth of their awe 
braine. Soshal 1 bein lyk paineand 
diftcultie. as before, nor k nawing 
whomerto follow, whome ro flee. It 
they ſay that I mult 1cad the {cripturs 
and follow thois, wha {tanderh beſt 
by the ycritic corined therein, W hat? 
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Man be a profound thealogue be- 
force I knaw my paſtoures? ManT be 
lo deiplie learned before I knaw m 

maiſters ſchool ? shall I be iudge ex- 
traordinairto this extraordinair cal- 
ling?Man I read al theis wha hes writ 
ten, before Ienter in Gods houle or 
acknawledge anic of his ofhcers, for 
Qaiſtarmit aliquid parte inaudita altera, 
equum licet ſtatuerit , haud equus fuit? 
Man 1 be ſoucraine magiſtrar in this 
marrer to giue out the Prat decreer ? 
Man be the interpreter of our mai- 
{ter and Lords teſtament? Shall my 
toolish braine be a {quare of his ve- 
ritic * Truclic if I fuld ſtand co that 
whilk I think belt, I mult be judge: 
& if my iudgemet be arule ta me to 
obrine the veritic,and conſequentlic 
cternal lyF;al men ſuld follow my iud- 
gemer : For there can be bur one rule 
(cing ther is but one veritie , except 
we wald think that the tructh (uld bc 

L i) 
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164 THE OFFER 

bowed to every mans fantaſie;whilk 
we lee now is done throghout al Eu- 
rope wherclouer this extraordinaire 
calling hes onie credir , whilk hes 
broght in this multitude of {cCtes: 
For the iudgement being referred to 
the particulaire ( wha for that caulc 
is {ent to the bible, whilk he muſt 
hauec ro conlult with all, as if he war 
{ome protound doctour in l{rac])ac- 
cording as he $hal ind by his wdge- 
ment, he pronunceth the ſentece of 
true & lauful extraordinaire calling 
in favour of hiswiniſter, According 
rothis forme, in Scotland the Mini- 
ſters following the doctrine of Sir 
lohn Knox, or ficre lohn Crag ar 
thoghtro haucagoodcalling.In En- 
olid the Bruniſtes,Puritains,& fami- 
ly of Luif, or any hid new invented 
zancaly,thinkerh their paſtors truely 
calied.In France Caluin & Beza with 
their adherentes ar thoght ro-haue 3 
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lauful vocation amonges the greateſt 
part of ourſimple Proteſtares,cxcept 
perchace Monſtcur du Plefl1s hes dra- 
wenanietoa maite recent imagina- 
tion. I ſay the ſimple proteſtantes, 
tor they whahaithany good opinioti 
of them (elhs,raketh ro them lelf the 
tree will whilk they refuſe ro others 

--- - nullins inrant in Yerba magiſtri, 
they reccaue no thing , bur that, 
whilk agreeth with the (cripturs;rliat 
5, with their indoement & opinton, 
waherthir.new holy fathers ar oftyms 
rciected by verrue of their awen rule, 
that is of every priuat mans opinion. 

In Almanic there be good ftore 
of thets new cxtraordinair called me. 
the freedome of the townes makerh 
manie free yocations: For there they 
haue liberty ro think, ſay,and follow 
what cucrie man pleaſcth.There i5no 
act of parliamentrto keep their vnio, 
norforce themuto an accorde, whilk 

| | L 
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can not be haid by anic other way a- 


mongesthem,wha wil hauec the holy 
ſpirit ſpecking no farther then he 
whiſpereth in theireare. Trucit is 
that where there 15 Princes wha com- 
mandeth, the people muſt change 
their religion with their mailter: Als 
lang as their mailter is Lutheria,rhey 
mult ſay with him : it he changeth o0- 
pinion or dicth, they mult be reddie 
ro reccauec {ome other faith. This hes 
beine lindric ty mes expci 1mented in 
that.conrray. Bur in ftrce rownes as 
eucric man hes receaued of his Mini- 
ſters preaching, he 1udgeth the {crip- 
tures to ſay the ſame , where our co- 
mone prouerbe may iuſtly be implo- 
yed,as the fool thinketh,the bel clin- 
keth. If their war publick place in 
Scotlad for miniſters of other ſees, 
I doubtnot but they wald avace their 
cauſcalſo, For that licence giuento 
eycric man to bc iudge on the ſcrip- 
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OF IO FRASER. 167 
tures, without anic acte of parliamer 


rotythemroa certaine coteſhon of 
taich(whilk in almanic hes maid this 
mulcicude ofexrraordinair vocatios) 
wald do thelyk amonges ws. How 
miſerable berhe eltair of almanic in 
thar diuerſatic of religions, if not 0- 
penlicarleelt privarhic, I think cuery 
man knawcth, wha hes bcine there. 
Itis maiſt certaince rhat in findry tow - 
nes there be publicklic protelicd ren, 
twelf,yeatuenticor 22.{1ndry faithes 
cvcric onedeteſtingan other. Asto 
thepriuat opinions,I haid an evident 
experience my (elf in our voyage of 
[calic, retourning to France throgh 
Almaniethe yeare of God 1 6 00. in 
the moneth of December. ror being 
in Auſburgh (where publik cxercice 
is granted onlie to Catholiques and 
Lutheriis)we war at the table a good 
nomber (think aboue12)of honeſt, 


lyk men of diuetſc nations, but mca- 
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168 THE OFFER 

kle maire diuerſc of religions, where 
one of the copany maire zclous then 
the reſt (as it appeared) taking occa- 
{ion of our being ar the Tubilee, did 
ask {indry curious queltions there a- 
nent. A Frenche genttlman,wha was 
come frome Rome W _ ws, picked 
with the matter, mirrilic,& yet cour- 
tcoullie,did pray the companie, if ir 
might be without their offence to 
orant him a requeſt, whilk being ac- 
corded, he (uld anſwer to their que- 
ſtions according to his knawledg , it 
hefand it agreable ro ths: rhis being 
proponed(o dilcreatly and honeſtly 
(as that nation can do it veric weall) 
it was not onlic accepred & granted 
of all the companic, bur allo maid a 
great {ilence throghour all the table, 


- 
everie man being delirous to knaw 
his requelt. 


Then having thanked them all, I 
am deſirous( dayerh he)to knaw what 
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profeſſion of religion now adayes, 
cucry an of yowdocth maiſt approuc, 
or what man yethink maiſt worthie 
of credit when itisqueſtion of anic 
head of religion called in controuer- 
ſic. and that no man may think I de- 
{yr of otherswhilk Iwald notdo my 
{c]f, I wil ſpeik for my copagnons & 
me(meaning of wsthree)we approue 
aboue all others the Catholik Apo- 
{tolik Romainereligion, & eſteimes 
the reſolutions gevin be the ſiege A- 
poſtolik in Rome,pronunced by rhe 
Paipe,to bepreferred to all other, be- 
caulc we find fo manic ſolemne pro- 
miſſes maid by God toS. Peters ſuc- 
celloures. AsT pray the copanie nor 
ro be offendedat my demad & iudge- 
ment, {o I promiſenottotak in cuil 
partwhen it shal pleaſe anic of yow 
ather to ask at meany queſtion , or 
freely to pronunce what he meanerh. 
Skairllic haid he cnded his propos, 
L- v 
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when an other { wha was a citizen of 
thetowne) an{wered, that doubtles 
the true religion was coreined in the 
confeſſion of Auſburghe, and thar 
Luther haid beinc one of the mailt 
notable men of our aage inall his re- 
{olutions, provyding he be taken as 
he ſuld be , becauſc as an other Elias 
he cometo inſtruct the world in thes 
latter dayes. The towne {as it appea- 
red)gauc him courage to ſpeik lo far 
to the praiſe of Luther, & maid him 
tc]] his opinion lo freclie. 

His nightbour (ſo farre as we culd 
conieCture of his contenance) ap- 
proucd not his iudgemet altogether, 
whilk, being required he did (chaw 
by his words, ſaying that he acknaw- 
ledgeth Luther for a veric notable 
man,yet wha haid not (ecne al,whilk 
was neceſlair for the reformation of 
the kirk of God,&cheeflic touching 

the Lords ſupper. His reformed fup- 
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per maid ws al beleeve he was ather\ 


Zuinglian or Calviniſt. The Luthe- 
tian wald hauc entred in defence of 
his maiſter , bur being requeſted by 
the companie}, delitted , alrhoghr | 
with difhculrie. | 
Nixtto him was fictinga certaine | 
man verie modeltlic cled , wha maid 
| 


> 
Bo 


a great owtward (chaw of {1mplicitic 

of mynd, hewith a law voice fayerh 

thus: Ithink na man (uld acknaw- 

ledge anic religion but that, whilk 
cometh immediatlic of the holic ſpi- 
rit,vha only can be reccauedasa true: 
malterinthar marter, vaws eſt magiſter pry. «,. uz 
weſter; e7 beatus homo quem tu erudieris 

domine. His anſwer {chew him to be 

of the Suenrfeldicn ſet,wha wil here 
nothing butthar, whilk their priuat 
{pirirdocth teach chem,hauing ay in 
their mouth, audiam quid loquatur in pil. t4.3, | ||: 
me Dominus Deus. 

He wha was ioyning with him, (ayis 
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172 THE OFFER 

witha laughing viſage , that he haid 
never beene fo curious, as to exame 
al other mens religions or deuotion, 
bur was accuſtumed to tak thingis as 
he fand them, lecuing everic man ar 
his freedome, thinking it very rcaſo. 
nable that cverie man 1ſuld haue the 
priuiledge whilk God had gevin him, 
It was not difhcill ro conieCture that 
he was one of the Libertins , whain 
matrers of religion thinkcth laufull 
to contrefair & diſfemble al thinges 
and beleeve,whar they liſt, or rather 
belceveno thing at all, 

Heer we haid {ome lytill filence,, 
becaule he,wha nixt followeth maid 
difhcultic to tell his opinion , whilk 
neuertheleſſc he did vtrer, ſaying he 
did no wayes approue diſcorde amo- 
ges Chriſtians, ſeing our Lord & his 
Apoſtles haid geven ws ſo notablec- 
xemplesof vnion in making al thin- 
ge commoune, whilk war propre & 
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priuat before, whilk mighreaſclic be 
put in vie againe, if men wald tak a- 
way meum and tuum, myn and thy. 
We vnderſtood by ik words that he 
wasan Adamir, wha amonges other 
dereitabie errours, rhinketh that we- 
men fald be commoune als weall as 
orher thinges. The haill celt of che 
copanie, a5 itappeared , did abhorre 
iromethat opinton. Yet one layeth; 
at leclt lcing it was lauful ro the peo- 
pic of God in _ tymesto hauc ma- 
nic wires, viy shal it now be forbid- 
den: The Lutherian whafſpak hrlt, 
nauing anſwercd that {ic lawes wat 
neverin practiſe amonges the Chri- 
{tians, becauſe rhey war improued 
by IEsvs CHRIST. Yetyour Lu- 
ther ſaycth he)maid no dithcultic to 
preach,Si non vult vxor,veniat ancille. 
This anſwer maid the companie to 
laugh, and remembred wsthat ſome 
of our contray men, haid good ſtore 
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of wyfis by a new forme of partiſing, 
the partic raking thecryme one him 
in ctperace to hae? a ncwy wyti{chort- 
heeftcr. 

He that was nixt wald glaidlie (asit 
ſeamed) haue halden his peace, yet 
for feare we (uld tak worle opinion 
of him, hydding his pernicious er- 
rourthe beſt he culd, ſaid thar ir haid 

leaſed cod in our dayes to {chaw the 
liebe of his verity in Pole, Lithuania, 
and Tranſlyluania, alrhoghrt other 
nations haid nor, as yer, receaued ir. 
Theis words gaue ws ro vnderſtand 
that he was one of the new Arrians 
whais crrours war broght in by Gre- 
gorius Pauli Miniſter of Cracouia, 
Valcnrinus Gentilts, Seructus (wha 
was bruntat Gencua by Caluins per- 
luire) and ſome others of lyk ftoofe, 
whais doctrine 1s ful of blaſphemies. 

The nixr following with a lirill 
{mylling, fayeth, that he meryelled 


. OF IO. FRASER, 195 


not of {a manie diuerſe opiniones 
whalk warentrcd in the-warld  ſcing 
thar men lecketh rather ſubcil Incer- 
prerations, then the veritic. Asto my 
part ({ayerh he) I bear my warrand a- 
Dout with me ({chawing ws his bible 
hc lzaid in his boſome)whilk is mailt 
czlj-ro be vnderſtand of it (elf, and 
tacectore onlic to be redde, all other 
bookes ather being falſe, oc invrill, 
whatiocuer cltimatio other men ma- 
Lcth of rheirlang comentairesauid 
orncw. If it kaid beine in England 
I wald hauc caken him for a Brunilt. 
onlicculd I iudge tor the tym that he 
approucd no mans {cnteEce that haid 
lpoken betorc him. 

To be (chort thair was neane at the 
table ( except ſo manic Catholiques 
as we war) wha agreed with an other. 
Socvericone hauing atheropenly OL 
couucrrlic ſchawen his opinion, we 


perceaucd an honelt man / wha haid 
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196 THE OFFER 
dyncd withws, and for ſome affaires 
haid beinc occupicd inthe towne ve- 
riclait) fitting at the head of the ta- 
ble. his honeſt & homelic bechauiour 
maid ws al caſt our eycs one him , & 
as it war, with our tilence & looking 
delyrthelyk of him. He being ama 
of iudgemer and doctrine, and wha 
was ( asweal apcarcd by his difcours) 
very weal travelled,cfrer he haid hard 
the hail matter and what we looked 
for, ſaycth in this ſort. | 
Alrchoght the tyme & place { good 
ſires) might iultlie excuſc my ſilence, 


yet that I fecme notto be by my fel- 


lowes, or refule your deſyre, I will 
ſomewhat lay tothe marter I hceare 
hes bein amonges yow,rather to end 
the diſpurc vnhte for the table , then 
to continue it. Whilk I wil labourto 
do by the reciting of a notable hiſto- 
ricof a mailt noblc and wyſc Prince. 

Bcing in France during the "as 

0 


” 
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of Charles the nynt,his brother Hen- 
ry the thrid being then our Kin 
(whereby we knew him to be a Po- 
lonian |] paſhng throgh the contray 
chanced on a noble man of my auld 
acquenrtance at Rome, wha (cfrer he 
haid imbrafled me with grear affe- 
ction, & afked of my other voyages 
{1nceparting)inuited meto his houſe 
whilk was hard by : whilk I did wil- 
linglic, not onlic becauſe I looued 
him tenderly, bur alſo becaule I haid 
hope by his moyen to knaw the {in- 
cularitics and cultomes of the corray 
(whilk was my principal carad there) 
by rcaſon of his qualiric. Amonges 
many notable thingesI hard of him, 
I remarked chis hiſtoric as he was re- 
heirſing the ſingularities of the coure 
of parliament of Paris. 

King Louis the 12. being earneſtly 


requielted and prayed by one of his 


fauorits and greateſt courticrs( wha 
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173 THE OFFY?eR 
haid an Bon of orcat importance 


before the court of parliament ) to 
{peck the preſidentes and chict con- 
{cllers in his fauoure , Ciuing his M. 

to vnderſtand the great right he haid 
and what wrany ” aucd of his 
aducrle patric. The King on thisin- 
formation partly fot tice cauſc(of 
v hilk he was veric zclous, and there- 
for called the father of the people) 
parrtlie for the afteCtion he bure to 
the gentilman , did promilc him all 
albſlands. nor onlicin ſpccking to 
his judges, butallo with hisawin PIc- 

{cnce,it "0 might bring anic thing 
to his righr. "hy Pa he did in deei 

For the day appointed for that pro- 
cele, being cume,the King with prin- 
ccs, and all other wha victh to aſliſt 
his M. in fic actions, reparcd tothe 
palace,where being arryved he ſchew 
to the court of parliamer that he was 
come there to lee them do good i iu- 
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ſtice according to their charge and 
aith, and chicflic ro thar centilman, 
whais actio was in hand, & wha haid 
donne him good l[cuice ſindry tymcs 
whercin he yet continued. They on 
the other part promilt (with all tub- 
mithon and reverence ) to do thcir 
ductic. Eucric man according to his 
rank hauing taken place, the aduo- 
cat, whawas for the oentilman, be- 

vanc hrſt, and with great cloquence 
defended] 11s partics caule, wherwith 
the hfng was vecric olaid, notonly in 
him felt /as he {chew by his conti- 
nance) bur alſo vecred the ſame by 
wordes, layingrothe hirlt prefi Jcnr 
(xha was liring laigh vnder ) il hs 
o.1:7ne, Hehes woin. The preſident 
antw ol modclſtly,it wil pleafc y our 
M. ro heare the other partic, whilk 
the King granted the mair w ilinglic 
that hc thoekr his fauorite haid alre- 
dic win hiscaule. Thc othcr aduocar 
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hauingenrred inthe marterwith alſc 
Orcat cloquence, but mcakle better 
right, maid the king hrlt ro doubr, 
nixt to incline ſumwhar, and laſt of 
al ro approuc lo his title , that before 
he haid pleaded our the caulc, the 
King burſicd out with thets words, 
Monſieur le preſident, ils - being denx 
gaigne. They baue Tvim baith, Ye knaw 
by lang expericce* what1sto be done 
in {ic thinges, I Icauc it to yow and 
your companie. And {o beforc the 
laſt aduocar haid ended. hs  pall awav, 
He haid beine verſed in the orearrelt 
aftaires of Europe during his ryme 
baith in peace and weares, and haid 
experimented baith good and evill 
fortune before, and in his regne, yer 


not being trained wpin martrers of 


law and judging of procelc . he was 


caſelie moved to baith the lyddcs by 


cloquence hlled w p with appcarand 
 rcalone 


e, But 25 2 mailt worthic and 
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OT IO. FRASER, 121 
noblePrincehedid acknawledge his 
awin imperfection, leaving the 1uge- 
ment of lic affaires ro the "orcas. 
oliicers of 1ultice, ro 11dge as they 
tho7HLt marſt reaſonable, as wha by 
lang and daylic experience-, great, 
knawledge of the law and examina- 
tion of manic dificill actions paſled 
by their hands, was {ufh cientlic ar- 
med a: cancs fraud cul crait oi the par-= 
tics, wha cafclic m Jay CLICcUmvine a 
:2ew iudoe. My advyle is{good rs) 
that we imitat and follow this noble 
K1ng{whabeingſoporetamonarche 
durit not alc wdge on carthlie, 
matters) inthir controverſics of re- 
Iigion referring the 1udgemcr ro the 
kirk , wha hes bcin theis manic hon- 
Pn > Vearcs1n pollcſh1on of thar of- 
fice by Gods awin comiſhon, & wha 
with ſick equitic hes decided lo ma- 
nic intricat & difhci] queſtions, v her 


doubtles, if we haid bcine conltiruts 
M. 11 
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iudges we wald hauc pronunced the 
{enrence for baith the partiCs, (cing 
that many of ws hes done weal worle 
hauing codened the kirk the ſpoule 
of lEsvs CHR1sTvnhard hir, fol- 
lowingthe hilt that hes acculcd hir 
and praiſcd him felt. 

This hiſtoric was pronunced with 
ſic grace andauthority thatir appea- 
{cd our diſpute, & pleaſed veric weal 
the hail companic; and {ft I benort 
deccaued)1s not vnpropre to end our 
preſent diſcours,whilk is of the lame 
{ubic&t. W herctor without anic far. 
ther, I wil pray yowand al oo0d Ica- 
ders{ifperch: acc any man v 1] beſtow 
the IYnc torcad thisrudedifcours of 
myn) to excuſe my language coſ1de- 
OY my lang abſence out of my na- 

iuc contray-: : & that the verity doeth 
belt appeare, when it is Iceſt painted, 
as the {criprursrhem ſelf do,viing no 
cloquence, for ſimplex eſt Yeritatis ord- 
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OF 10. FRASER: 
tio, ſure [ am if chisſubieCt haid Fi 
lcnin ancloquent mans hand,that ir 
might hauc beinetraiCted mair quic- 
| lic & maire plainly and with great- 
er conticniemente of the rence: I 
1aUc done wiatld culd, and not what 
[ wats , except that in partic I haue 
donew hat I watd, ſcingThauewrit- 
tintcorhe ll mpleS&cvnlcarned as I culd 
and according to my pollibilitie,, I 
knaw nor 1 eaccording to their capa- 
cirte. Howlocuer it be [ vil pray the 
cood readerto tak my panes in good 
Part. Perchance {om other fory to ſce 
a cood cauſelo vn{kilfully hadled by 
me,wiltakoccaſioro do it,as itfuld be 
donc. whilk wilbc very caſly.to many 
lcarned m6 of v hilkstherbe guid no- 
bre (thanks be to God) in our lland, 
wha may tak from me the victory a 
cloqucce,bur notthe honour of guid 
wil, wherin every ma may rriomphe 
withour preiudice of his copagnon. 
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W herefor I pray the learned & God- 
lie Carholik endeauour lim leif ro 
trait this lubicCt as it mereteth 1n 
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the name of God, wha bliſle ws all. 
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